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COULD not * * 
in Determining to whom 
vo Vin 1 ſhould dedicate an Ad- 
3 dreſs of this Nature, 
knowing you to be a Gentleman 
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whom I could well propoſe, as an 


Example of the Duties therein 


recommended; from a thorough 


Acquaintance with your Religious 
Conduct, not only in your private 


Capacity, but in the regular Go- 


vernment of your Family: Of which 
1 may be allow'd a competent Wit- 
neſs, having had the Opportunity 
to ſerve you ſo long as a Miniſter, 
during the time of your living at 
your Seat here, in the daily and 
conſtant Uſe of our moſt. excellent 
Liturgy, which you ſo juſtly prefer, 
for its Subſerviency to true Devo- 
tion, not only above any crude and 
extempore Effuſons of Enthuſiaſtick 
Spirits, but above all private Com- 
poſures. | 


1 chuſe to mention, Sir, the Re- 
gularity of your Family-Hevotions, 
that 1 may provoke others'of your 
Rank and Quality to an Imitation; 
paſſing over thoſe of the Cloſet, 
(herein however I know that nei- 
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ther you nor your good Lady are 
wanting) becauſe being private they 
are not ſo fit to be proclaimed. 
And as for thole other Virtues, 
which are more particularly inſiſted 
on in the follpwing Addreſs; I dare 
ſay you'll be better pleas'd that I 
ſhould exhort you to perſeyere, than 
tell the World how exemplary you 
are therein. If any thing that 1 
have here, offer'd ſhall be of uſe, to 
raiſe your Virtue to a higher pitch, 
or to point out any Error 1n your 
Conduct, (for no man living is per- 
fect) 1 promiſe myſelf more favour, 
than if 1 ſhould flatter with my Tongue; 
and fo by a ftrain of Commoen- 
place Complements, -the uſual Style 
of Dedications, bring in queſtion 
with ſuch as do not know you thoſe 
Virtues, which thoſe that know you 


obſerve and love. 


Thar the Virtues of both their 
Parents, (for which end I hope 
the following Addreſs will hereaf- 
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The DEDICATION. 
ter be ſubſervient) may deſcend 
upon your hopefull Iſſue, and all 
the Bleſſings of this World and 
the next- pen you. All, are the 
Prayers of, ;S. 5.7 
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| Humble Servant 
pref near Uxbridge, | : „es x d i 
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PREFACE 


HE beſt Apology I can make for 
ſending the following ApDREss 
out into the World, is my ſincere 
Deſire to be as uſefull as I can; 
and the Age is ſo bad, that 1 
| think there cannot be too many 
Books written to reform it. There are indeed 
Multitudes of ſmall Tratts publiſhed for the 
Uſe of the common people: But I dont know 
that 7400 as are peculiarly adapted to the Con- 
dition of the GENT R, are ſo numerous; and 


Jet their Influence is ſo great upon thoſe below 
them, that the likelieſt way to do good upon 
ſuch, is by bringing them to 4 due Senſe of 
Religion; for which end this ApDpgtss is de- 
ſigned. And I have endeavoured to make it 
Jo ſhort as to encourage the reading of it 

thoſe, who don't care to confine themſelves ſo 
long, as is meceſſary for the peruſing of larger 


Volumes. Of theſe there are enough of like 
nature with what I here offer; and if T can 


hereby 


The PREFACE. 
hereby perſwade thoſe that are concern d. to 
have recourſe to them for fuller Inſtructions, 


than can be contained in ſo narrow a Compaſs 
as this, and to practiſe them accordingly, T have 


my End 


"AND I cannot but think, that if School- 
maſters would obſerve it as 4 conſtant Rule, to 
recommend or to put ſome ſhort treatiſe of this 
kind into the hands of Joung Gentlemen, upon 
their leaving them and firſt going out into the 
World; or if Parents tool care to do it; we 
ould quickly perceive as much Benefit by it, in 
the Improvement of -Chriſtian Kpowledge and 


Practice among thoſe of Superior Rank, as the 
"Societies for Reformation of manners have 


found by diſperſing ſmall books, peculiarly. f A 
| 9 


ted to the Capacities and Circumſtances of thoſe 


- of Inferior Condition, among them. 


A Particular Care of our GeNTxy 7s, 1 


think, above all things neceſſary, for reaſons ob- 
" vious enough: And if what I have here attempt - 
ed prove uſefull to Any of Them, I ſhall think 
- my time well-beſtkowed, And tho) ] have occa- 
ſionally uſed the words of other Authors, Liv- 
ing as well as Dead, T promiſe myſelf their Ex- 
" euſe, for endeavouring to give an Advantage to 


my Arguments, by Expreſſions ſo much better 


than any I could uſe of my own Deviſing : For 
they muſt be pleaſed to find any work of theirs 

made more uſefull, for the furth:rance of 4 
Good Deſizn. And may Almighty GoD accom- 
pan it with Succeſs. h | 
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eMy Lonxps and GaxnTLEMEN, 


| Appxess myſelf to you in the 

Style of Kings ; becauſe my De- 
ſign is to excite and perſwade 
you to the performance of thoſe 


rr 4 CLI 
To 7 A : - „ 
great Duties, which God, who 7s 


of all the Earth *, requires at your 
B hands K 
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Nl as he has reveaPd it in his holy Word, 


2 An Humble AppREss to the 
nds: Which being the purport of his 


Will juſtify me for ſpeaking as in his Name. 


And if I can prevail with you to conſider 


. yourſelves as his Subjects, I may hope to 


enforce the Obedience which ye owe this 


your Spiritual Sovereign, with as much 


advantage, as any one can preſs a fteady 


Fidelity and Loyalty to an Harthly Prince, 


upon thoſe that own themſelves His Sub- 
jects: Nay and to thoſe that conſider their 
true Intereſt, I fhall ſpeak with as much 
more adyantage, as the Favour of Gop 
is better than that of Men; and the hea- 
venly Reward, which our Almighty King 
offers his faithful Servants, is more valua- 
ble than the higheſt Honour and Prefer- 
ment, which it is in the power of the 
mightieſt King on Earth to beſtow. - For 
of him it may with much more reaſon 
than of any of his Vice-gerents be faid ; 
That in the light of his Countenance is Life, 
and his Favour is as 4 Cloud of the latter 
Rain *, 


Now- it is a great Encouragement to 
you to ſeck the Favour of God, this great 
and Almighty KING; that it is in your 
own power, under his Grace to, obtain it, 
He is eaſy of Acceſs, and will give none a 
Repulſe that make due and proper applica- 

tion 
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tion to him: He is liberal of his Favours, 
and takes pleaſure in Diſtributing to All 


that ſue for them: He is not ſtinted in his 


Power, but. has enough to oblige as many 


as come to him with Petitions ; for * every 
one that asketh, receiveth, He has no De- 
ſigning Favourites to divert the Streams of 
his Bounty from their proper Channel, 
which is Merit: He 1s under the influence 
of no Counſels, but that of his own un- 
erring Wiſdom and Truth ; nar has any 
ends of Government to carry on, incon- 
ſiſtent with the Preferment or Advance- 
ment of any one of all his Subjects. 80 
that it muſt be your own Faults, it ye 
do not riſe to the higheſt Honour in his 
Court, to the Honour of dwelling in his 
Preſence , and of ſtanding continually before 


THr1s is an Honour well worth your 
ſeeking, becauſe *cis permanent and laſting ; 
a Privilege which deſerves your utmoſt Care 
and — — to obtain, becauſe the Be- 
nefits which flow from it are not uncer- 
tain or precarious : They do not depend 
on the fickle humours and unconſtant 
Wills of weak and ſinful Men, but on 
the good pleaſure of Gop, who is con- 
ſtant and unchangeable; on the gracious 
purpole of the Father of Lights, with wh 
: B 2 15 


— 


* 


r 


— 


1 


4 An Humble AppRkss to the 


is no Viriablen'ſs neither Shadow of turn- 
ing. The Honours and-Glories of this 
World are fading and tranſient ; purchas'd 
with Difficulty, kept with Trouble, and 
loſt with Regret. They ſeldom afford the 
Satisfaction expected from them, and very of- 
ten coſt a Man more 1n the Purſuit,than their 
Value amounts to in the Poſſeſſion. And 
for theſe reafons I may very well ask you 
in the words of the Prophet, + Where- 
fore do ye ſpend Maney for that which is not 
Bread ? And your labour for that which ſatis- 
fieth not ? Eſpecially having ſo kind an In- 
vitation to come buy and eat, to buy wine and 
milk without money, and without price, One 
would think ſo gracious an Offer ſhould 
not be rejected, and that the great Value 
of thoſe good things, which your heaven- 
ly KING has laid by in ſtore for thoſe 
that will accept of them, ſhould raiſe your 
Ambition, and make you aſpire to the 
higheſt Honour; and thas the Aſſurance 
and Eaſineſs of obtaining it ſhould make 
you forego all other Purſuits, and fix your 
Hearts and Affections, where ye are ſure 
to ſucceed : . Where your Ambition will 
reſt on a Throne, where your Deſires 
will be filled with the Beatifick Viſion, 
and. your Endeavours crown'd with an 
Eternity of Happineſs, | 
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WæeEE I to ſpeak with the Tongue of as 

Angel, J could not give you any adequate 

' Deſcription of this Happineſs; becauſe tis 

above the Comprehenſion of any Human 
Underſtanding; St. Paz! having told us 

that it is ſuch as Eye hath not ſeen, nor 

ear heard, nor hath it enter'd into the heart 

of man to conceive *. Our Conceptions 

are too groſs, to aſcend ap into Heaven; 

Our Faculties too weak, to bear the 
Brightneſs of the Glory that ſhall be reveaPd : 

And therefore the Scriptures repreſent it 

only in general terms, and in ſuch language 

as men dwelling in Bodies of Fleſh, and 
converſing with groſs and material Objects 

c may underſtand; not ſtrictly ſuited to the 
Nature of the thing, but to the Meaſure 
6 of our Capacities: Comparing it with 
ſuch things, as are likelieſt to gain moſt of 
5 our Eſteem and Value here below; ſuch 
, as the Glories of a Kzngdom, the Splendor 
; of a Crown, the Joy of a Marriage-Supper 
or Feaſt, and the like: Which, though 
- they fall infinitely ſhort of that Happineſs 
l which awaits us hereafter, muſt however 
J be allowed ſufficient to raiſe our Hopes, to 
6 excite our Deſires, to move our Affections, 
1 and to encline and influence our Wills, to 
Do and Suffer all that may be neceſſary to 

: ſecure ſo great a Treaſure and Reward. 


And 
5 


* N w 5 —__— 


*r Cop. ii 9 


3 5 —— to the 


And when we are told of eating and drinking 
at Chriſt's Table in his Kingdom *, of fted- 
ing in good and pleafant Paſtures , of Ri- 
vers of | Pleaſure, of beautiful Dwellings, 
magnificent Cities whoſe San never ſets, 
and whoſe Light is ſeveufold ||, as the Por- 
tion and Inheritance of the Saints: When 
we are told, That they ſhall hunger no more, 
neither thirſt any more ,; and that God ſhall 
wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, that there 
ſhall be no more death, neither ſorrow, nor 
crying, nor pain , and that they fhall reign 
wich Goa for ever and ever ; we are pi- 
ven to underſtand, that we ſhall be let in- 
to the Enjoyment of all thoſe Delights and 
Pleaſures, that our Nature will then 
capable of: And “ That || all the Satis- 
« faction which can poſſibly reſult from 
the greateſt Plenty, the higheſt Honour, 
the moſt exquiſite Beauty, the moſt ex- 
« alted Pleaſure, as much and more than 
de the moſt ſenſual can enjoy, or imagine, 
** or wiſh for, will be not only equalled, 
“ but vaſtly exceeded in the Happineſs of 
„ the next World“: In ſhort, - That the 
Bliſs and Pleaſure of our future State will 
be complete and certain, pure and un- 
mingled, conſtant and durable, neither ſub- 


ject 

Luke xxii. 30. #+ Iſaiah xlix. 9g. || Iſaiah 1x. 20. 
and xxx. 26. 4 Rev. vii. 16. * Rev. xxi. 4. 5 

1 Rev. xxii. 5. l Vid. Stanhope on the Epiſt. 
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ject to Alteration nor Decay, exquiſite in 
degree and infinite in Duration, without 
Meaſure and without End. 


Suck is the Happineſs prepared for them 
that love Gad; This the Inheritance incors 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
_ in Heaven for us *. And can any 
of you but be raviſhed with ſuch a Pro- 
ſpect? Are any of the periſhing Glories 
of this World, worthy to be compared 
with this exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory? Can any of you that are happieſt 
here on earth chuſe but acknowledge, that 
the Happineſs of your preſent condition 
falls infinitely ſhort of that which is pro- 
map to your hopes hereafter ? And there- 
ore can there be need of words to per- 
ſwade you, to ſet your Afﬀeitions on things 
above, not an things on the Earth ? Or to 
convince you of the Folly of taking up 
your Reſt, or thinking it good to be here; 
when ye have a ſo much better Inheritance 
prepared for you, in that heavenly Con 
whither ye are travelling, in he City of th 
living God that abideth for ever ? | 


Now it is a great Enhancement of the 
Value of the Happineſs, I have been en- 
deavouring to recommend, that the At- 
tainment of it is not inconſiſtent with the 
| ne&ſlary 


— — — 


Pet. i. 4. + Col. iii. 2. 
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neceſſary purſuit after, or the reaſonable 
Application to the things of this life; nor 
yet with any of thoſe innocent Enjoyments 
which are manly and rational, and there- 
ſore can be of uſe to ſweeten the labour of 
our Pilgrimage thro* the World. | 


x. IT is not inconſiſtent with the ne- 
ceſfary and reaſonable Application to the 
things of this Life. And this I mention 
becauſe, tho? the eaſineſs of your Circum- 
ſtances, and the Affluence of your Fortunes 
to whom I am ſpeaking, is ſuppoſed to ex- 
enpt you from that Pains and Labour 
which thoſe below you muſt take, for their 
Support and Maintenance; yet is there 
ſome worldly Buſineſs appointed for you to 
employ yourſelves in: No man whatſo- 
ever was ſent into the World to do no- 
thing, or to take his Peſtime therein, like 
the Leviathan in the deep; but every one 
has his proper Vocation allotted him to at- 
tend upon, — to the Difference of 
mens Capacities and the Diverſity of their 
Conditions; inſomuch that the greateſt of 
the ſons of men, who are the fartheſt re- 
moved from Want or Dependance, (have 
not the Privilege, ſhall I fay ? or rather) 
are not laid under the Curſe of being Idle: 
They have ſomething to Do; they muſt 
find themſelves ſome Employment; which 
is ſo neceſſary even to the continuance of 
their Worldly Proſperity, that whoſoever 

| they 
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they are that give themſelves up wholly 
to the purſuit of their Pleaſures, and ſquan- 
der away their time in Sports and Diver- 
ſions, will at laſt find by the ſenſible Decay 
of their private Fortunes, that Idleneſs was 
not made any more than Pride for Man. 


Now this I fay, that our Heavenly Cal- 
and our Earthly are not inconſiſtent one 
with the other: You may ſecure che Hap- 
pineſs of another Life, and yet apply your- 
ſelves as much as is neceſſary to the AF 
fairs of this. For the way and means to 
obtain the Kingdom of God, which is the 
Happineſs I am urging you to ſeek after, 
is by holy and virtuous living; by a con- 
ſciencious care to perform the religious Du- 
ties, which Almighty Gop requires of you; 
that is, by living ſoberly, righteouſly and gad- 
ly in this preſent world: If ye be but carefull 
to keep theſe Commenaments, ye are ſure to 
enter into life &. Now ye may generally 
do this, without any hindrance to your 
Temporal Intereſt; and ye may promote 
and ſet forward your preſent, at the ſame 
time that ye are providing for your future 
Happineſs, For whilit you are employed 
in buſineſs proper for you, and do not ne- 
gle& the Exerciſe of thoſe Virtues, which 
are required of you reſpectively in your 
Stations: As long as ye are making . | 

ent 


hs Matth. vir. 17. 
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dent and reaſonable Proviſion for this Life, 
without Forgetfulneſs of the other; as long 
as ye uſe this World, without abuſing it, being 
careful to maintain a conſtant Senſe of Re- 
ligion in your minds, and to expreſs the 
ſame at all reaſonable times in ſolemn Acts 
of Piety and Devotion; it cannot be doubt- 


ed but ye are ſerving Gop very accepta- - 


bly, and conſequently doing that which will 
turn to your future as well as your preſent 
account. 


OxLy let it be remember'd, that as ye 
have more leiſure and Opportunity to at- 
tend the Buſineſs of Religion and the Con- 
cerns of your Souls, than ſuch as are in 
meaner Circumſtances; ſo there will be 
more expected from you, a greater degree 
of Virtue in proportion to your greater Ca- 
pacities and Opportunities; an Improve- 
ment anſwerable to the Number of your 
Talents: and as you are indebted for larger 
Receipts than thoſe beneath you, ſo are ye 
accountable for a larger Increaſe. And there- 
fore being exalted in Honour and Authority 
above your Brethren, it concerns you to di- 
ſtinguiſh yourſelves, by the greatneſs of 
you Zeal for the Service of that heavenly 
Maſter, who has ſo graciouſly preferred 

you; and to ſtudy to excel others, as much 
in every thing that is good and praiſe-wor- 
thy as ye do in Rank and Place; _ 

always mindfull of that moſt juſt an 
n righteous 
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righteous Rule, by which the Accounts of 
all Gop's Stewards will be examin'd and 


try'd at the laſt Audit; that anto whomſc- 
ever much is given, of him ſhall be much re- 
quired, Luke xii. 48. 


Bur then for your Encouragement it is 
to be conlider*d, that if your Work be great, 
ſo alſo is your Reward: And as the tem- 
poral good things which ye <njoy, are an 
Advantage put into your hands, by which 
you may greatly increaſe your future Hap- 
pineſs; ſo to thoſe that uſe them arighr, 
they are as it were an Earneſt and Pledge 
thereof. A marvelous Inſtance of Gov's 
Favour and Goodneſs this | That the Bleſ- 
ſings of your preſent condition ſhould give 
you an occaſion, to lay up in ſtore for your- 
ſelves a good foundation againſt the time to 
come, that ye may lay hold on Eternal Life; + 
and that there ſhould be ſo cloſe a Con- 
nexion between your Duty and your Hap- 
pineſs, both here and hereafter: And give 


me leave to add, That the ſureſt way to 


ſecure your Eternal Intereſt, is by the Ex- 
erciſe of thoſe Virtues that are the likelieſt 
means of promoting your Temporal; for 
that a truly Chriſtian will always be found 
to be the Happieſt Life, conſiſting in the 


Diſcharge of the Duties of Sobriety and 


Temperance, Chaſtity and Humility, Meck- 
C 2 | neſs 


— | — 
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neſs and Patience, Juſtice, Charity and 
Peace. In rhe Exerciſe of theſe Virtues and 
ſych like, does the Nature of true Religion 
conſiſt, and 2 good part of the preſent Re- 
ward of it; neither can ye any other way 
© effectually conſult your preſent and future 
Intereſt both at once : And for this reafon 
Solomon, recommends Religion under the 
name of Wiſdom, as that which is attend- 
ed, at leaſt ordinarily ſpeaking, with Tem- 
poral Happineſs, beſides the Title it gives 
men to that which is Eternal, Happy, ſays 
he, is the man that findeth Wiſdom, and the 
man that getteth Underſtanding ; For the Mer- 
chandize of it is better than the Merchandize 
of ſilver, and the gain thereof than fine gold: 
She is more precious than Rubies, and all the 
things thou canſt deſire are not to be compared 
unto her: Length of days is in her right hand, 
and in her left hand Riches and Honour, Prov. 
iii. IJ, 14, 15, 16. To all which he adds, 
as a further Enhancement of the Value of 
this heavenly Wiſdom, v. 17. That Her 
ways are ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths 
gre Peace: Which is a proof of what I be- 
fore obſervid, | T0 A 


2. TrarT the Attainment of that Eter- 
nal Happineſs which' is prepared for Us 
hereafter, is not inconſiſtent with any of 
thoſe innocent Enjoyments, which are man- 
ly and rational, er can be of any uſe to 
weeten the labour of our Pilgrimage 1 
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the World: And that becauſe the Means, 
the practice of thoſe Chriſtian Graces and 
Virtues, which are neceſſary to attain th 
Happineſs, are not inconſiſtent nor do at all 
interfere with ſuch Enjoyments. It is a 
great Injury to Religion, to repreſent it in 
a Melancholy and gloomy Dreſs; as if it 
was an Enemy to all Mirth and innocent 
Pleaſure; and all Worldly Enjoyments 
were inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſion ; or as if every thing that has not a 
religious Aſpect, was a certain Sign of an 
Irreligious mind: If ſo; how ſhall we un- 
derſtand thoſe Texts of Scripture, which 
tell us that Goa's Commandments are not grie- 
vous; that ChriſPs Toke is eaſy and his Burden 
light ; that the fruit of Righteouſneſs is Peace, 
and the Effect of Righteouſneſs, Quietneſs and 
Aſſurance for ever; that Light is ſown for the 
Righteous, and Gladneſs for the upright in 
heart; and great peace have they that love thy 
Law, and nothing ſhall offend them ; and the 
like? The plain Senſe of which Texts is, 
that Pleaſure and Pcace do naturally reſult 
from a Holy and good Life; that Religion 
affords the greateſt Delight and SatisfaQti- 
on of mind, does not bereave us of any 
true Pleaſure, which it is fit for Men or 
Chriſtians to take. And doubtleſs this is 
the proper Character of Religion, it invades 
none of aur Pleaſures, Her ways are ways of 
Pleaſantneſs; and it is a great miſtake to 
think, that it will bereaye Us of the * 
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of Converſe, and doom us to an abſurd and; 
perpetual Meiancholly ; that we muſt put 
off Humanity, when we put on the Yoke 
of CHrisT; that we cannot pleaſe God 
without diſpleaſing and tormenting our 
ſelves : No; this 1s a falſe Repreſentation 
of Religion, and painting her in Colours 
which do not belong to Her. We may 
certainly be Serious without being Moroſe, 
Religious and yer Chearfull, Virtuous and 
yet Pleaſant, Merry and yet Wiſe in a Chri- 
Rian Senſe : For the Laws of Chriſtianity 
do not abridge us of any Pleaſure, that a 
wiſe man can deſire and fafely enjoy; and 
if it forbid any that will prove defiruQtive 
to our Happineſs, any Pleaſure that con- 
cludes in Sorrow, any Enjoyment falſely ſo 
called that ends in Pain and Miſery; this 
is what ought to recommend it to your 
Choice and Eſteem. 


Wurxkkrokk let not any falſe Notions 
of Religion in Speculation, diſcourage you 
from making Trial of it in Practice. Do 
not be affrighted from coming near and 
examining her, becauſe ſhe may have been 
miſrepreſented, or painted in an uncomely 
or frightfull Dreſs : For, believe me, ſhe is 
comely and beautifull to behold, very lovely 
and inviting when ſeen in a proper Light. 
Wiſdom, as the Wiſe-man ſays, Þ is 3 


— 
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and never fadeth away; ſhe is more beautifull 
than the Sun, and above all the Order of Stars; 
the Light that cometh from her never goeth out; 
great Pleaſure it is to have her Friendſhip, and 
fo be allied unto her is Immortality ; Her Con- 
werſation hath no Bitterneſs, and to live with 
her hath no Sorrow but Mirth and Joy. Reli- 
gious Wifdom recommends itſelf to your 
Affections, by ſtooping to the Infirmities of 
.your Nature, and giving you liberty to in- 
dulge every rational and manly Pleaſure, 
ſuch as does not bring any Torment or 
Sorrow with it or after it. And therefore 
all ſuch Diverſions as are not unbecoming 
Men and Chriſtians, in kind or degree, you 
may ſafely follow ; all ſuch Exerciſes as are 
conducive to your health, you may freely 
uſe ; nor are ye forbidden any of the Re- 
creations, that are proper to relieve and 
cheer the mind : In ſhort, you may be very 
Good men, and yet appear in Dreſs, in 
Garb, in Look, in common Diſcourſe and 
Converſation, Oc. juſt as other men do; 
you may put on all the neceſſary Gravity 
of a good Chriſtian, and yet retain the Mirth 
and Pleaſantneſs of a good Companion. 


Anp now what can be more ſaid to the 
Advantage of Religion, than that taking 
all things into conſideration, the Intereſt of 
your Bodies and your Souls, of the preſent 
and the future, of this World and the other; 
It is the moſt reaſonable and Wile, the moſt 

| com- 
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compendious and pleaſant courſe that ye 
can take, in order to your own Happineſs. 
This is what ye all profeſs to ſeek ; and 
ſure there ſliould not need many words to 
perſwade you, to take the readjeſt way ro 
obtain it. He that followeth me, ſaith our 
Bleſſed Saviour, ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, 
but ſhall have the Light of Life, John viii. 12. 
The way itſelf is very pleaſant and delight. 
full ; but the benefit of ſuch a Guide can- 
not but reconcile us the better to it ; of a 
Guide that is Himſelf the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life x. If you will be guided and 
directed by him, he will teach you that 
way of ſaving Truth, which leadeth unto 
Life Eternal. Which, tho' it conſiſts in a 
Variety of Particulars, and may ſeem long 
and tireſome to ſuch as have not yet en- 
ter'd upon it, yet to thoſe that are enga- 
ged in it will be found ſhort and eaſy, and 
greatly alleviated by the Converſation of 
our Guide, and the ſecret Comforts he will 
reath into your Souls; by the inward 
Peace and Joy that will refreſh your minds, 
and by the ſtrong Conſolation of Hope, which 
as an Anchor of the Soul will keep you 
fix d and ſtedfaſt, amidſt all the Storms 
that ſurround you : With theſe Advantages 
your Journey will be pleaſant, as the End 

15 glorious. | 
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You ſee, My Loxps, I take the Prin- 
ciples of Religion for granted; I argue 
with you, Gentlemen, upon the Suppoſi- 
tion of your believing the Being of a Gop, 
the Divine Authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
the Immortality of the Soul, the Certainty 
of a future State of Rewards and Puniſh» 
ments. This Foundation, I ſuppoſe to be 
laid ready to my Hands; and therefore the 
moſt that I aim at, is furnifhing you with 
Materials, to carry on the Superſtructure 
of a Chriſtian Life: And if (as I hope) I 
may . conclude, from the Advantages of 
your Education and Condition, that ye 
are well grounded in the 'Principles of the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, my buſineſs is only to 
perſwade you to go on unto Perfection, and 
to conſider the great Obligations you are 
under above others of an inferior Rank, to 
practiſe what you have been taught: A- 


dapting my Arguments to your Particular 


Circumſtances, and pointing at thoſe Du- 
ties, which are principally required of you, 
in the Station wherein the good Providence 
of Go p las placed you; or which the 


Temptations peculiarly incident to that 
Station, will make you moſt apt or likely 


to neglect or tranigreſs. Give me leave 
therefore, GED 


I. In the firſt place, to warn you of 


the. Danger of entring into Familiarity, or 


having 
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having any Society with Atheiſtical, pro- 
fane or wicked men. There are, it ſeems, 
thoſe who, like Factors for the Devil and 
after his curſed Example, wall up and down 
the earth ſeeking whom they may. devour; who 
induſtriouſly ſet themfelves to propagate 
Vice and Irreligion, and under the ſpeci- 
ous” pretence of thinking: freely, endeavour 
to inſtill the moſt pernicious Opinions into 
thoſe with whom they converſe, in order to 
undermine the Practice of ſound Religion: 
Now them that are ſuch, who by good Words 
and fair Speeches lye in wait to deceive ; it is 
the Apoſtle's Advice that ye ſhould mark 
and aboid *. Becauſe their Word will eat as 
doth a Canker +; looſen your principles, 
diſſipate your good Intentions, enter and 
embolden you in Vice: and therefore their 
Company ſhould be ſhunn'd as the Peſts of 
Society that ſcatter the Plague where ever 
they come; for their very Breath is infecti- 
ous, and as dangerous to the Soundneſs, the 
Health, and Lafe of the Soul, as a Gangrene 
to the Body; which having once invaded 
a ſingle part of it, quickly ſpreads and dif- 
fuſeth itſelf over the whole. And therefore 
the Wiſe Son of Sirach makes it as difficult 
to have fellowſhip with a proud man without 
being lite anto him, as it is to taueh pitch 
without being defiled therewith, Eccl. 'xiil. 1. 
And Solomon compares the Danger in caſes 
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of this Nature, to that of going upon hot 


coals, and taking fire into the boſom without 


being lurut, Prov. vi. 27, 28. And it is 
St. Paul's expreſs aſſertion, That Evil Com- 
munications corrupt good Manners, 1 Cor. xv. 
33. And indeed we need go no further 
than daily Experience, for. a proof of the 
Contagious Nature of Sin, and of the fatal 
Influence of bad Company and evil Ex- 
amples, to bear down all the Oppoſition 
which the Modeſty of a Civil Education, 
the weak Impreſſions of Reputation or De- 
cency, or the Checks of natural Reaſon can 
make againſt the ill principles and practices 
thereby propagated. Here it is that Men 
are furniſhed with Objections againſt Gop 
and Providence, with Excuſes and A polo- 
gies for Sin: Here they learn to ridicule 
Religion and Conſcience, and to diſpute 
themſelves out of all Senſe and Duty; rea- 
ſoning, as the Wiſe-man repreſents them, 
* with themſelves but NOT ARIGHT ; our 
Life is ſhort and tedious, and in the death of 
4, man there is no .remedy.; neither was there 
any man known to have returned from the Grave, 
For the Breath in our Neſtrils is as Smoke, and 
« little ſpark in the moving of our heart; which 
bring extinguiſhed, our Body ſhall be turned in- 
to Aſhes, and our Spirit ſhall vaniſb as the ſcft 
Air; for car time is a very Shadow that paſ- 
eth. anch, and after our end there is no returning. 
D 2 | Come 
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Come on therefore, let us enjoy the good things 
that are preſent; and let us ſpeedily uſe the 
Creatures like as in Touth : Let us fill ourſelves 
with coſtly Wine and Ointments, and let no flower 


the Spring paſs by Vs. Let none of us go 
Me bi * of = Voluptuouſneſs; let us 
leave tokens of our Joyfulneſs in every place ; 


for this is our Portion and our Lot is this. 


Wir x ſuch falſe reaſoning as this, do 
the Advocates for the Devils Kingdom en- 
deavour to keep themſelves in countenance, 
and to begaile thoſe unſtable Souls that ven- 
ture among them. Theſe are the profane 
and vain Babblings, whereby men of pi, 
minds, 22 concerning the Faith, reſiſt the 
Truth; like as Jannes and Jambres withſtood 
Moſes, 2 Tim, iii. 8. I wiſh I could add 
with regard to the declining of their Party, 
what may be ſafely ſaid on account of the 
Weakneſs of their Arguments, That %% 
ſhall proczed no further; for their Folly ſhall 
be manifeſt anto all men, as +Theirs alſo was, 
v. 9. But certainly the beſt way to eſcape 
the Contagion of their Counſels and Ex- 
amples, is to have nothing to do, nor ever 
to enter into parly with them; but to op- 
poſe their crafty Inſinuations upon the firſt 
Onſet, with a bold and reſolute rebuke 
ſuch as our Saviour gave the Devil, when 
he would have perſwaded him to fall down 
and worſhip him, Luke iv, $. Get thee behind 
me, Satan. For if ye give them ay 
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leaſt Encouragement, however you may 


at firſt think that you abominate their 


Principles, yet they will be apt to get 
ground upon you, and draw you in, be- 
fore you are aware, to have a better Opi- 
nion of their evikways; till from thinking 
{favourably ye proceed to approve, and at laſt 
to comply with them in their Impieties: 
With ſo good reaſon does Solomon adviſe 
you, Prov. iv. 14,15. Enter nat into the Path 
of the Wicked, and go not in the way of Evil 
men; avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from it and 


paſs away. Which St. Paul alſo makes mat- 


ter of Chriſtian Duty, and enumerates ſe- 


veral particular Offenders whoſe Converſa- 
tion ſhould be ayoided, 1 Cor. v. 11. J 
have written unto you not to keep company, if 
any man that is called a Brother, be a Forni- 
cator, or Covetous, or an Idolater, or a Railer, 
or 4 Drunkard, or an Extortioner, with ſuch 4 
one, no not to eat, 


Tuis indeed is required of all Chriſtians 
in general, to refrain from the Company 
of all diſorderly Walkers, as far as is conſi- 
ſtent with our Condition and Circum- 
ſtances ; and where the nearneſs of Rela- 
tion or neceſſary Bulineſs, may make it 
impracticable to withdraw ourſelves wholly 
from them, vet at leaſt to have no Fellow- 
ſvip or Communion with them in their 
Vices: But it concerns Gentlemen to be 
More particularly carefull in this matter, 

becauſe 


an A l Annan tothe 


becauſe of the great Induſtry theſe Emiſ- 
ſaries of Satan uſe, to make Proſelytes to 
their Cauſe among thoſe, Who by their 
Condition and Fortune bear a Sway in the 
World, And if they can by any means be 
inveigled and decetv'd, will prove uſefull to 
carry on their helliſh Deſigns. For which 
reaſon they practiſe the Subtilty and Dili- 
gence of the Harlot in the Proverbs, plying 
in the Streets, and lying in wait at every. cor- 
ner; nay, and thruſting their heads into 
the chief places of concourſe, in order to catch 
young Gentlemen at. their ſetting out into 
the World, and to make merchandiſe both 
of their Souls -and Eſtates: While under 
the pretence of ſhewing 'em the World, 
they make it their Buſineſs . to get an In- 
fight into their Fortunes, and (which is 
worſe) to initiate them in Vice, and to 
.allare through the Luſts of the Fleſh, thro mach 
Wantonneſs thoſe, who by. the benefit of a 
ſober and pious Education, are yet unex- 
perienc'd in the Gallantries and Debauche- 
ries of the Age. And if once they can 
prevail with 'em to aſſert their Liberty, as 
they call it, and to act like mer, to ſhake 
off the Fetters of Diſcipline and Fear, and 
the Pedantry of Schools, and to deſpiſe the 
Inſtructions of Tutors and Governors given 
in their Minority; it will be no difficult mat- 
ter by degrees to raiſe in them a Diſlike of 
our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, an Indiffe- 
rency for our Common Prayer, and a Jea- 
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louſy; of the Power and Authority of the 
Clergy; And then the way is open, to the 
moſt' profane. Liberties and ſcandalous Ex- 
ceſſes: For this we may ſaſely obſerve for 
the Honour of the Church of England, as 
well as the Reproach of her Enemies; that 
there are ſe Ho have been prevail'd up- 
on, by the ſubtle Contrivances of evil Com- 
panions, to leſſen their Eſteem and to caſt 


off their love for their Mother; but have 


at the ſame time departed from that Pu- 
rity of Liſe and Sobriety of Manners, they 
had learn'd and practisd under her Care 
and Tuition. For Vicious Principles na- 
turally produce a vicious Life ; corrupt 
Opinions and corrupt Practices are the mu- 
tual Cauſe one of another; Nor can ye, 
my Loxps and GENTLEMEN, be any o- 
ther way ſo eaſily enſnared into both, 
as by an Intimacy and Familiarity with 
thoſe that are already tainted with them: 
Neither are ye at any other time of your 
lives ſo much in danger of becoming a Prey 
to them, as when ye firſt enter upon the 
Stage of the World, before ye are acquaint- 
ed with the Malice of their Deſigns, or 
have had any experience of the miſchievous 
Conſequences of giving ear to them, both 
with regard to your Souls, your Bodies, 
and your Eſtates. I doubt not to fay, 
that ye are ſure in time to ſuffer in all 
theſe, by keeping bad Company; and I 
have- been the larger in ſpeaking of this 

Danger, 
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Danger, and alſo given it the firſt place 
in the Particulars of this Addreſs; be- 
cauſe if it be not well guarded againſt, it 
will render all that can be ſaid ineffectual, 
to perſwade you to that Fear of the Lord, 
which is the beginning of Wiſdom, not only 
of Spiritual but of Worldly Wiſdom; as 
will 1 hope be made appear under the 
following Particulars, which I preſume to 
recommend with all Humility to Your 
Conſideration, for whoſe eſpecial benefit 
this Perſwaſive is deſigned, as being prin- 
eipally concern'd therein. 


- Wuyrntrors as 1 ſuppoſe you to have 
had a pious Education, and to have re- 
ceiv'd good Inſtructions in your Youth, let 
me prevail with you, | 


TE. IN the next place to put thoſe In- 
ſtructions in practice, which have been 
given you with relation to the firſt part 
of Chriſtian Duty, viz. Piety towards 
God ; and to poſſeſs your minds with an 
habitual Fear and Reverence for that tre- 
mendous MAIESTY, who governs the 
World, and is the Diſpenſer of all the 
good things which you enjoy; who upon 
that account may very juſtly expect, that 
ye ſhould expreſs this your Reverence for 
Him theſe ſeveral Ways: 


1. By 
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ry By the conſtant. and regular Worſhip 
of him, both in publick and private, ac- 
cording to the leiſure and opportunities he 
ws put into your hands. 


"Th Br the ric and conſcieneious Ob- 
Grvarion! of the Sabbath-day. | 


10 By 4 religious and awſul e to the 
Holineſs of his dreadfull Name. 5 


14 BY a reverend and religious Uſe of 
all Perſons; or Things that relate to Gov, 
and on account of that relation are ſacred 
and entitled to your Love, Reſpect, or 
Eſteem. Give me leave to ſay ſomeching, 
diſtinctly, gf each of tluſę B. — wt 9 tho 


a War which ye owe! to Cop: 


1. Or 8 Obligation you are under above 
1 to be conſtant and regular in the 
Worſhip of that Tremendous MEST 
who — * the World, according to tho 
greater Leiſure and Opportunities he has 
put into your hands. It is indeed the Duty 
of every Chriſtian, . to pay to Almighty 
God the conſtant, Tribute of Homage and 
Adoration ; ; and as St. Paul exhorts, Phil. 
iv. 6. Is every thing by Prayer | and Lupplica- 
tions with Hhantſgiving, to make fnomm his 
Requeſts utno God. Becauſe we are indebted 
to him for the Gift, and depend upon _ 

E 
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for the Continuance of all the Bleſſings we 

joy. But the greater and more numerous 
the Bleſſings received, the larger doubtleſs 
ſhould be the Tribute return'd ; and ſince 
your Receipts are in all reſpects greater 
than thoſe of other men, it muſt needs be 
incumbent upon you to make proportiona- 
ble Acknowledgments. GoD has been 
pleas d to exempt you in a great mea» 
ſure from Worldly Cares, and wholly from 
thoſe Bodily Labours, which to thoſe be- 
low you are made neceſſary for their Sub- 
ſiſtence: But this your Vacancy and Lei- 
ſure was not indulged you, that ye might 
be idle, or do ill; but only as a greater 
Opportunity to do good: And if ye have 
a right Senſe of that gracious Indulgence, 


cannot certainly but own it your Du- 


ty, to ſpend a large ſhare of your Time, 
in thoſe religious Exerciſes, which your 


worldly Leiſure does in a manner point 


out for your Employment. For where- 
“ as Gop may ſeem to have limited and 
« confined the poor man's zeal, by that 


« rule of preferring Mercy to themſelves 


4 before Sacrifice to him; he does by ex- 


« empting Joa that are rich from thoſe 


& Neceffities tacitly require, that your 
% Devotion ſwell up to ſome Proportion 
with his Bounty towards you; who 


4 being freed from thoſe Weights where- 


wink Others are clogg'd and — 
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4 ber'd, even Nature itſelf ſuggeſts the 
« ExpeQtation of your ſoaring higher. * 


So that if the moſt preſſing Wants of 
the Needy and Indigent, will not excuſe 
them from offering up unto the great 
King of the World, their daily Sacrifice 
of Prayer and Praiſe, in their Privacies 
morning and evening, out of that ſcant- 
ling of Time which can be ſpared from 
Drudgery and Labour: Ye may be ſure, 
that Goo expects a larger Offering from 
you ; that a greater Portion of every day, 
{ſhould be allotted to works of Picty and 
Devotion; and having ſo” much leiſure, 
— more —— "= be 1 to his 

rvice, and em in a 
conſtant — _ with him * 
erciſcs of Prayer, Meditation and Reading: 
And this not only in ſecret in your Clo- 
ſets between Go and your Souls; but 
in your private Families, which ſhould 
be a kind of Church, and kept to ſuch 
ſtrict Rules of Devotion, as to make them 
patterns to thoſe beneath you: As alſo in 
the conſtant and regular Attendance upon 
the Publick Offices of Religion, whenever 
Opportunities are offer*d for it; in a fre- 

vent Approach to the Holy Table of our 
= o, in a ſtricter obſervance of the holy 
Feaſts and Fafts of the Church, and an 
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exemplary Conformity to the Rules of De- 
cency and Order preſcribed in our II- 
turgy. 


Ueox thefe and all other Acts of Re- 
ligious Worſhip, it is no doubt the Duty 
of Perſons of your condition and rank, 
conſtantly to attend more eſpecially above 
Others: And this your Duty is alſo your 
Privilege and Happineſs ; and I hope I 
need uſe no other Arguments to excite you 
thereunto, than the Conſideration of the 
Uſefulneſs hereof to the leading of a Chri- 
ſtian Life, the Joy and Peace, the Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction that reſults from it, the 
great Advantage and tranſcendent Honour 
of converſing with Gop and holding Com- 
munion with him, and having freedom of 
Acceſs to Him; to make known your 
Thoughts, to open your Wants, and te 
acquaint him with all your Concerns. For 
you cannot but be ſenſible, that how pro- 
ſperouſly ſoever the Affairs of this World 
may go with you, yet ye are ſtill but in 
a State oſ Dependence; your Health, your 
Eſtates, your Lives are the free Gift of 
Gov, and are always in his hands to diſ- 
poſe of them as he thinks fit: Neither 
can ye any other way fo eſſectually ſe- 
cure the Continuance and Enjoyment of 
all theſe, as by making Him your Friend, 
and committing all your Affairs both of 
Faul and Body, to the Protection, Gujd- 
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ance, and Blefſing of his good Providence, 
in all the ſoremention'd Inſtances of Re- 
ligious Worſhip. And tho' theſe Duties 
are incumbent upon you at all Times, as 
ye have Opportunity; yet are they more 
eſpecially required of you, my Loxps and 
GENTLEMEN, 


2. Ugo the Lox p's- Day: By the 
ſtrict and conſciencious Obſervation where- 
of you ought therefore, as I faid, to ex- 
preſs your Reverence for the ſacred Maje- 
ſty of Gop. Now Gop has been pleas'd, 
to appropriate this day peculiarly to Him- 
felf: Which he has done however with 
this gracious Deſign, of giving Reſt and 
Refreſhment both to Man and Beaſt ; and 


leiſure for Spiritual Improvements to thoſe, 


whoſe Neceſſities tye them down all the 
Week to Worldly Labour; that the feeble 
Rees and weary Limbs may be ſtrenzthen- 
ed, and that the hands which hang down may 
be lifted ap in Acknowledgement of His 
Goodneſs, who has indulged them this 
temporal Reſt, both as an Emblem of that 
Eternal Reſt which remains for the People of 
Goa, and as à Means of obtaining it. 


INpEED the Worldly Reſt which this 
day allows, is a Benefit which does not 
affect you ſo nearly, as thoſe that are born 
to Labour ; But the Advantages which it 
brings of a Spiritual Nature,” the Oppor- 
—} : 415 PE nr tunity 
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tunity of coming into the more immediate 
Preſence of Goo, of reſorting to the Houſe 
gf Hoe and joining with your Chriſtian 

ethren in the Publick and Solemn Acts 
of Devotion, of Hearing Gop's Word, Re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, c. Theſe are Be- 
nefits wherein you are as nearly concern'd, 
as the meaneſt of your Brethren. And 
fince the gracious Providence of Gop, has 
made all your Days in a manner days of 


Reſt, you cannot ſurely but think your- 


ſelves under a double Obligation to receive 
theſe Advantages with Joy, and to uſe 
them with Thankfulneſs. And therefore 
it muſt be your Duty to pay a conſtaut, 
and #imely, and devout Atrendance 

the Publick Offices of the Church, and to 
fee that your Servants and Dependents do 


the fame; ſetting them an Example of 
Gravity and Devotion in Praying, Meek- 


neſs and Attention in Hearing, and of a 
Serious Regular Behaviour all the time that 
ye continue in the Preſence of Gap. 


Tatst Publick Exerciſes, are the prin- 
cipal part of the Duty required on the 
Lord's-Day: But let them be never ſo due- 
ly attended, they cannot excuſe you from 
more than ordinary Acts of Private Piet 
and Devotion; which when the Publick 
Duties of the Day are over, will, if dif- 
charged as they ought, take up all the 
Time that can be ſpared from a ah 
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Care of your Families, and your own Ne- 
ceffary Refreſhment. So that there can be 
no Leiſure-time to make or to receive idle 
Viſits, much leſs Fto travel or take Jour- 
neys ; which beſides their hindring your 
own Performance of fome or more of the 
Duties before-mention'd, will alfo engroſs 
fo much of your Servants time, as to oY 
them no leiſure to ſpend in the Care c 

their Souls, which yet are as precious int 


the Sight of Gop as Yours. And if you 
_ conſider things impartially, it muſt be 


thought a very great hardſhip, that thoſe 
who by their Condition have but one da 
in a Week to make proviſion for their 
Eternal State, ſhould be robb'd of the Be- 
nefit of that, by neceſſary Waiting and 
Attendance, or doing needleſs bufineſs or 
frivolous and gentile Errands. It is to be 
hoped indeed that their gracious Maſter in 
Heaven, will make favourable Allowances 
for the Involuntary Negle&s of thoſe that 
are well · diſposd, and would ſerve him bet- 
ter if they might; but I am afraid thoſe 
Earthly Maſters that are the Hindrance 
will got be ſoexcus'd, but called to an ac- 
count, for invading that part of their Ser- 
vants Time which is none of Theirs, and 
encroaching upon that facred Reft which 
Gop has appropriated to Himſelf, for the 
Benefit of thoſe who have but little other 
time for religious Exerciſes. 


And 
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_ Anv this Conſideration ſhould, I think, 
make you . ſcrupulous of putting your 


| Servants, or others that depend upon 


ou, upon any-. Unneceſſary Buſineſs or 
13 ; and induce you to allow 
them all reaſonable Time . for private 
Duties, nay, and to call upon them to 
be devout and diligent therein: And then 
if chey neglect them, they will themſelves 
only be anſwerable to Gop for it; eſpe- 
cially. if you act the part of good Maſters 
of Families, and beſides calling them to- 
gether to teach and inſtruct them, ſet them 
an Example of a Conſciencious Diſcharge 


both of the Publick and Private Duties 


beforementioned. For believe me; but 
why do I ſay, believe me? Believe the 
6 hich Gop himſelf has made 

in his Holy Word, that he hath ſanctifi- 
ed and ſet apart this Holy Day for religi- 
ous. ends, for his own Glory and the Be- 
nefit of our Souls: And therefore Worldly 
Pleaſure and Diverſions,  Trifling and Im- 
Xertinence, are utterly unbecoming you 
50 ſhould be Examples to thoſe beneath 
you, of your common Obligation to keep 
the Sabbath-day Holy, in the Strictneſs of 
the Command; 2 Jour 7 Wo, nor 
ding your own Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking your. 
— | 3 *. For if you that 8 * 
; | | ledge, 
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ledge, and by the Advantage of your 


Condition are ſuppoſed to underſtand 


the Nature of Chriſtian Liberty, give a 


looſe to Vanity and Amuſements; how 


ſhall not your more ignorant Brethren 
be embolden'd to ſenſual Satisfactions, and 


ſo by your Example to put Go p off with 
a ſcanty part of his Day, when the whole 


is his Due; as if the Piety of the Jewiſb 
SalMith were abated, becauſe the Rigour 
of it is done away? Or if you that have 
no ſuch Neceſſities, but that you may 
pay Viſits and take your Pleaſure any of 
the (ix days in the Week, cannot find in 
your hearts to lay yourſelves under a 
Reſtraint for one Day out of ſeven; how 
can it be expected, but that ſuch as have 
no leiſure but one Day in a Week from 


Worldly Buſineſs, ſhould be encouraged 
to lay hold of That, to purſue thoſe un- 
warrantable Ends of Entertainment, Gain 
or Pleaſure, which Youth or Covetouſneſs, 


or Profaneſs ſhall ſuggeſt? And fo ſhall 
the Liberties taken by you, which poſſibly 
in ſome Inſtances may not be abſolutely 
ſinfull in themſelves, become unlawful 
and dangerous by their being of bad 
report, and giving Encouragement to 


Licentiouſneſs in other men. Wheteas 


the Authority which your Station gives 
you over them, ſhould be employ'd to 
Gop's Honour; in reſtraining them from 
all profane Liberties, in exhorting and en- 
> | F couraging 
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couraging your Servants, Tenants, and 
Dependents to a confciencious Obſervance 
of. this Holy Reſt; and in provoking them 
unto Love and to god Works. Your Care, 
and Perſwaſion, and Zeal in this matter 
would in all probability prevail more, 
than all the Diligence or the moſt pref- 
ſing Exhortation that a Miniſter can uſe ; 
becanſe of the great influence which you 
have over them, and their general Readi- 
neſs to pleaſe and oblige thoſe, that are 
in a Capacity to make them ſuffer in 
their Temporal Concerns: Which tho' no 
very commendable Principle, yet may by 
degrees be improved to bring them to a 
Senſe of their Duty. And therefore ha- 
ving ſo much in your Power, I hope I 
need uſe no other Motive to -perſwade 
you to exert it, than the Conſideration 
of promoting thereby the Glory of God, 
and your Brethrens Good : And this muſt 
turn to your own unſpeakable, becauſe, 
Eternal Advantage; for St. James affures 
us, That He which converteth a Sinner from 
the Error of his Way, ſhall ſave 4 Soul from 
Death, and ſhall hide a Multitude of Sins. 
Fam. v. 20. But 5 e 


3. TE next Inſtance T mention'd, 
wherein to expreſs your Reverence for the 
Sacred Majeſty of Gop, is a religious and 
awfull regard to the Holineſs of his Dread- 
full Name. And this will reſtrain you, 
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not only from all manner of Oaths and 
Imprecations in your ordinary Diſcourſe ; 
but from lightly mentioning the Name of 
Goo, or Lox D, Oc. upon vain and 
frivolous occaſions. For indeed the Name 
of Go p, every word by which he has 
been pleaſed to make himſelf known to 
us, is ſo facred that it ought not to be 
taken into our Lips, but upon holy and 
{ſerious occaſions: And He that accuſtoms 
himſelf to uſe it with as little thought and 
Reverence, as he does that of his Neigh- 
bour or Servant; that makes it a com- 
mon By-word or Expletive of Speech, and 
cries Lord or God, upon every the lighteſt 
occaſion of Wonder or Excla mation; ſuch 
a one has but a very ſhort ſtep to the 
uſing it in vain, and raſh, and common 
Oaths; And He that ſwears wvaznly, is at 
no great diſtance from ſwearing falſely : 
For theſe lefſer flips of the Tongue, as 
they are called, do but ſmooth the way, 
and will quickly ircreaſe unto more Ungod- 
lineſs. oy "1 1 


Now ſince this is grown ſo general 
and indeed faſhionable a Vice, I hope you 
will give me leave to lay before you ſome 


of thoſe many Conſiderations, that are 


uſually alledged to ſhew , the great and 
heinous Guilt of it; with ſome of thoſe 
aggravating Circumſtances, which make it 
more inexcuſable in you, to whom this 

| 4 ADDRESS 
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Appxkss is deſigned to be made, than in 
other Men; and this from a ſincere and 
earneſt deſire of ſerving you in your high- 
eſt Intereſt, that of your Souls, in an In- 
ſtance where Caution and Circumſpection 
Will hinder you of no Pleaſure or Satiſ- 
faction, either of Body or Mind: And 
therefore I may well hope, that what I 
ſhall urge will have its due Weight, and 
be received with Candour. 


No this is to be ſaid againſt the Uſe 
of Oaths and Curſes by any one whatſo- 
ever that they are a Gratification to none 
of our Natural Appetites ; they are a di- 
rect and immediate Affront unto G o d, 
and yet afford us neither Credit, nor Pro- 
fit nor Pleaſure ; there is nothing to pleaſe 
or to invite, to tempt or perſwade men 
thus to throw dirt in their Maker's face, 
by bringing him in as a Party, a Witneſs 
and a Judge upon every vain, trifling, or 
perhaps wicked occaſion ; and haling him 
down as it were from Heaven to hear and 
judge all their filly Diſputes and Conteſts, 
which are below the notice even of a 
grave man: Ang this ſhews the Sin of 
cuſtomary Swearing to be altogether un- 
3 and inexcuſable, becauſe *tis 
| Fapſeleſs ; and therefore a Sign of a grace- 

eſs and wicked heart, and of ſuch Irreve- 
rence and Contempt, as would be intole- 
FaÞle in any Inferior towards his Better 


But 
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But it would look much worſe, for an In- 
ferior to put this Affront upon ſuch of his 
Superiors, as had been particularly kind 
and obliging to him; and had made effe- 
ctual proviſion ſor his Happineſs. And 
this, my Logps and GxNTLEMEN, would 
be ſomething of your Caſe, if you ſhould 
forget the Reverence that is due to the 
ſacred Name of Gop, and accuſtom your- 
ſelves to raſh Oaths: For Gop has been 
pleaſed to diſtinguiſh you by his Bleſſings, 
and by the Abundance of thoſe temporal 
good things which he has given you, to 
put you into a better Capacity of Knowing 
him ; affording you all neceſſary means for 
etting a due Senſe of the Greatneſs of his 
AJESTY, and of the profound Reverence 
that ought tq be paid him by all his Crea- 
tures: And therefore Contempt from you 
cannot proceed from Ignorance, or want 
of better Underſtanding; for you that 
know ſo well how to behave yourſelves 
among men, cannot poſſibly be to ſeek, 
what reſpect and deference is due to the 
Great KING of all the World, your beſt 
Friend and Benefactor. And therefore the 
Affronting him, would in you be baſe In- 
gratitude as well as Ill Manners; Vices 
both, which I am ſure ye would not like 
to be charged with, becauſe they are fo 
much beneath perſons of your Condition 
nd Quality : But this Charge is unavoida- 
le upon thoſe that accaſtom their Mouths to 
> ies to Sweap- 
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ry Þ and uſe themſelves to the Naming 


 Anp now Iam ſpeaking of good Breed- 
ing, methinks you that fo generally value 
yourſelves upon it, ſhould conſider the great- 
neſs of the Incivility thereby offered to 
men; becauſe it highly offends and grates 
upon all ſober and conſiderate perſons, who 
cannot be preſumed with any manner of 
Eaſe and Patience to hear Gop affronted, 
and his great and glorious Name fo irre- 
verently toſt upon every flight occaſion. 
Beſides that if we ſet aſide the Conſidera- 
tions, which make the practice of common 
Swearing offenſive and diſtaſtefull to reli- 


gious Ears, it is utterly unbecoming Gen- 


tlemen ; ſince it is now grown ſo common 
among the Vulgar, that Porters and Dray- 
men, the meaneſt and moſt beggarly ſort of 
p_ are become the moſt noted and remar- 

able for it. Now Gentlemen are uſed to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves from thoſe' beneath 


them in other caſes by a more refin'd taſte 


of Pleaſure, by a betrer judgment of what 
is fit and decent, and a greater Delicacy 
in their purſuits : And therefore one would 
think they ſhould count it below them, to 


be in a faſhion which every _ is in; 
by the 


and to give any countenance ir Pra- 
ctice to thoſe common Bla ſphemies, which 
| a rhey 
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they hear every day uſed by the moſt 
deſpicable of men. They ſhould be aſha- 
med now to take a pride in, or to value 
themſelves on account of a few profane 
words which are as common and eaſy to 
the poor as to the rich, to the fool as to 
the wiſe man; or to follow the Multitude 
in a Practice which requires no ſuch great 
Eſtate, or extraordinary parts or genteel 
Breeding, but that the meaneſt Mechanick, 
the pooreſt Beggar, the rudeſt Clown may, 
and has got the Knack of doing it as hand- 
ſomely and cleverly, as the greateſt Duke 
in the Land +. = 


_ So that upon this account common 
Swearing cannot with any manner of Rea- 
ſon be looked upon any longer, as a gen- 
teel or faſhionable Accompliſhment : For it 
is ſo far from adorning and filling a man's 
Diſcourſe, , that it makes it look ſwoln 
and bloated, and more bold and bluſtrin 
than becomes perſons of Gentcel and go 
Breeding. And I believe it will be rea- 
dily acknowledged, not only by men of a 
Nice. and judicious taſte, but by the moſt 
corrupt and debauched, that it is no man- 
ner of Addition to the Agreeableneſs of 
Converſation ; that there is no Wit in 
Swearing, no Mirth in Blaſphemy, and 
conſequently that it can be neither 15. 
ant 
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Fant to the Ears nor to the Underſtand- 
ig : For that the Expletives of Oaths con- 
trit 


ute nothing to the Beauty of a good 


Sentence or the muſical Cadency of the Pe- 
Tiods, or the real Ornament of Stile; but 
an ingenious and facetious Diſcourſe is re- 
Saved with as much applauſe, when pru- 
ned of all unneceſſary Excreſcences, as that 
which ſtands in need of the help of Pro- 
ſaneſs and a vain Repetition of Gop's aw- 
full name to give it a Sound for want of 
Senſe. In a word, a man may give all 
fitting proof of a Genteel Education; he 
may behave himſelf like a Gentleman in 
company, without uſing any modiſh Embel- 
Tifhments of words without meaning; he 
may put on the Briskneſs and Vivacity of a 
man of Life and Spirit, without ſealing ever 

Sentence with an Oath, or pawning his 
Faith, his Life, or his Soul for the truth 
of every trifle that he affirms, with a vain 
and looſe Air of Gentility and Complat- 
ſance: Neither can there any thing be 
urged for the contrary Practice, but. a 
ſenſeleſs and unreaſonable Cuſtom and the 
Power of Example, which thoſe that are 
Free ſhould one would think ſhake off, 
and thoſe that are Wiſe deſpiſe. 


Ir therefore ye would act indeed like 
Gentlemen, be perſwaded to throw off the 
Fetters of this Vicious Habit, and to aſ- 
fert the Liberty of Reaſon and Religion 
| FER IAN | againſt 
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againſt the Encroachments of Faſhion and 
Example; and to approve yourſelves unto 
God, by giving him the Honour due unto 
his Name, rather than unto men, by fol- 
lowing the Multitude to do evil. You are 
ſo much exalted above your Brethren in 
Condition, that it will be no difficult mat- 
ter to maintain your Authority over them, 
without endeavouring to keep them in awe 
by thoſe great ſwelling words of Vanity; 
which however they may terrifie into a 
preſent Submiſſion, yet do in truth leſſen 
you in the real Eſteem of your Servants 
and Dependents. So that Paſſion is the 
worſt excuſe that ye can make, ſor thoſe 
furious Expreſſions which are the effect of 
it; becauſe your Station affords you bet- 
ter and more effectual means of govern- 
ing your Servants, Oc. with more eaſe ta 
1 and without any Affront or Dif 

onour to GOD; who will be ſure very 
highly to reſent the Indignity offer'd him, 
if every trifling Wrong, or Provocation, or 
Miſtake from your fellow-creatures ſhould 
make you preſently loſe all patience, and 
fly in the face of your Creator, forgetting; 


that he is your Father, and your Maſter 


and Sovereign Lord: And that how high- 
ly ſoever ye may be advanced in Rank and 
Place, yet ye are but as worms in his 
Sight, Vile by Nature and wretched by 
Condition; which makes the Inſolence of 
provoking him, by unmannerly Oaths and 
31:7 ; G Curſes 
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Curſes as great, as if it proceeded: from 
the meaneſt of the Sons of men. Give 
me leave therefore to conclude this Parti- 
cular, with our Bleſſed Lox p's own Prohi- 
bition of common Swearing; for I. can al- 
ledge no higher Authority to influence your 
Practice in this matter, Math. v. 34, 35, 
16, 37. But I ſay unto you, Swear not at 
all ; neither by Heaven, for it is God's Throne, 
nor by the Earth, for it is his footſtool ; net« 
they by Jeruſalem for it is the City of the 


great King. Neither (halt thou ſwear by thy 


Head, becauſe thou canſt not make one Hair 
white or black : But let your Communication 
be Yea, yea ; Nay, nay; for whatſoever is more 
than theſe cometh of Evil. 


4. Tux laſt Branch of Duty which x 
mentioned, as expreſſive of the Reverence 
which ye owe to Gor, was a Reverend 
and Religious Uſe of all Perfons or Things 
that relate to Him, and on account of that 
relation are Sacred, and entitled to your 
Love, Reſpect, and Eſteem: And fuch be- 
fides his Day and His Name, which have 
been already conſider'd, are his Word, his 
Miniſters, his Houſe, and every thing elſe 
that relates to his Worſhip. nv bn 


1.) Tux is a Veneration due to the 
Holy Scriptures, the Word of Gop, to be 
ſhewn not only in the diligent and con- 
Rant reading and meditating upon * 

— ut 
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but alſo in receiving the contents there- 
of, not as the word of men, extremely liable 
to Error and Uncertainty, but,as it is in 
trath as the word of God, the Author of 
Eternal Happineſs, and the only infallible 
Guide and Conductor thither: In giving 
the Obedience of Faith to the ſublime My- 
ſteries he has therein revealed, and ſubmit- 
ting your Underſtandings to the Belief, as 
well as your Wills to the Practice of the 
Heavenly Doctrine he has there taught, 
And if ye have ſuch a Reverence as this 
for theſe Holy Oracles, if ye conſider them 
as the words of the Living Gop; I need 
Not ſurely tell you, how unbecoming and. 
profane a thing it is, to uſe or apply the 
Expreſſions which there occur, to an ill, or 
a vain, or a light Senſe in common talk, 
or to dreſs out your ordinary Diſcourſe in 
Scripture Phraſe; much more to droll up- 
on it, or to turn the ſacred Story or Do- 
Etrine into a Jeſt: I ſuppoſe you ſecured 
againſt this Degree of Profaneſs, by pious 
Diſpoſitions and Inclinations ; and therefore 
give me leave only to adviſe, that when- 


ever you take the Holy Bible into your 


hands, ye would do it with other Senti- 
ments and Apprehenſions, than when ye 
take a common book; conſidering that it 
is the word of Go p, the Inſtrument of 
your Salvation if uſed as it ought, or upon 
your Abuſe of it, the Promoter of your 
Ruin and Deſtruction. And theſe Conſide- 
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rations.cannot ſurely but preſerve it, from 
being ever put to any common, much leſs 
2 diſhonourable or vile uſe; and make you 
treat it at all times, with that ſacred Re- 
ſpe& and Reverence which is due to Al- 
mighty Gow it's Divine Author, who hath 


magnify'd his Word above all his Name, Pal. 
cxxxviii. 2. 


2.) THERE is a Reſpe& and Reverence 
due from you to Gop's Miniſters, on ac- 
count of the relation they bear to him. For 
if the Servants of an Earthly Prince, are 
for that reaſon entitled to Honour and Re- 
ſpect; how much better is Their Claim to 
Honour, who are the immediate Servants 
of the King of Kings and Stewards of his 
Houſhold ; who are the Miniſters of the 
Word of Reconciliation, and Ambaſſadors for 
Chrif, entruſted with the gracious Diſpenſa- 
tion of reconciling Sinners unto Gop? And 
certainly the Office which, beſides it's em- 
powering them to act in Chriſt' ſtead, conveys 
ſuch mighty Benefits to your Souls, will 
. readily be allowed to derive double Honour 
upon the Head of them that bear it. Let 
me therefore intreat you to conſider by 
whom they are ſent, and if you have any 
regard for their Maſter, as I am perſuaded 
ye have, you cannot ſurely Negle& the 
Servants; but give that proof of your 
Eſteem, which St, Paul requires in ſo many 
places of his Epiſtles, by Kindneſs and Loye, 
THIS e Civility 
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Civility and Reſpect to their Perſons, and 
a dutifull regard to their Sacred Employ- 
ment and Authority ; by encouraging their 
Labours and affording them an Honourable 
Maintenance, eſpecially where there is not 
any ſufficient ſtated Proviſion for them: 
Which is a Duty more particularly incum- 
bent upon you, if the Portion that was al- 
lotted them in former Ages be ſwallowed 
up in your Eſtates. But I need not ſay any 
thing more of this matter here ; there being 
a Treatiſe already extant purpoſely written 
concerning it, which therefore if you pleaſe 
you may conſult. * Give me leave only 
to add and to beſeech you, that if ye are 
ſo happy as to have received your Patrimo- 
ny, without the Curſe of a Sacrilegious En- 
tail, ye would make conſcience of Defraud- 
ing or unjuſtly quarrelling with thoſe, whom 
the Laws of Gop and of the Land have gi- 
ven a right to the Tithes of what ye poſſeſs ; 
and that ye would pay them all ſuch Dues 


as they have a rightſull claim to, with 


cheerfulneſs and willingneſs; in confidence 
of the Bleſſing which Gop has promiſed to 
pour upon you, by the Mouth of Solomon, 
Prov. ili. 9, 10. Honour the Lord with thy Sub- 
ſtauce, and with the fir ſt. fruits of all thine In- 
creaſe; ſo ſhall thy Barns be filled with Pleniy, 


and thyPreſſes ſhall burſt out with new wine: 
And of the Prophet, Mal. iii. 10. Bring ye all 
. | 17853 } | ö | 1 
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the Tithes into the Store-houſe, that there may 


| be meat in mine Houſe; and prove me nom 
berewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, if I will not 
open you the Windows of Heaven, and pour 
zou out 4 Bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room 
<uoug/ t receive it. And all theſe Fruits 
of your Love to them that rule over you in 
Spiritual matters, are I apprehend compriz- 
ed in that one Precept of the A poſtle, 1 Theff. 
V. 12, 13. We brſeech you, Brethren, to know 
alu m which labour among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admomſi you, and to eſteew 
them very highly in love, for their works ſake. 


So that an inſolent and contemptuous 
treatment of the Clergy, for which this 
Nation and Age is ſo ſhamefully remarka- 
ble above others, is by no means reconcila- 
ble with the Piety and Humility which be- 
cometh Chriſtians; or even that good Breed- 
ing, which might be well expected of Gentle- 
anen : And therefore They may well com- 
plain of a peculiar hardſhip, if neither their 
ſacred Function, nor their Ingenuous Edu- 
cation can obtain that regard which either of 
them ſingly entitles them to. But, 


3.) Tukxk 4s a Reverend Regard and 
Reſpect due from you to Gop's Houſe, and 
every thing elſe that relates to his Worſhip, 
to every place at any time conſecrated to a 
Holy Uſe, to the Veſſels, Utenſils and Gar- 
ments appropriated to ſacred Adminiſtrati- 
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ons under the Gofpel, as well as there was 
to thoſe under the Law : Nor can the Abuſe 
of any of theſe in former Ages by Super- 
ſtition, juſtify thoſe that abuſe them in this 

Profaneſs; or exempt thofe from the - 
Guilt. of Sacrilege who turn Popiſh Chapek 
into Stables, or apply to any common ufe 
ſach Things as Gop has once accepted foe 
His: as appears by the Example of Bel. 


ſhazzar, in the Book of Daniel &; and of 


Antiochus Epiphanes, in the Book of Macca- 
bees +; and of the Jews in our Saviour's 
time, whom he charges for a reaſon of this 
kind, with making his Houſe 4 Den of 
Thieves J. For tho' the moſt High dwelleth 
not in Temples made with hands; yet ſince he 
vouchſafes a more peculiar Preſence there 
than in other places, and ſince there is an 
Honour paid him in every Sacred Dedica- 
tion, he cannot but expect ye ſhould give 
proof of your Reverence for his MajtsTtrY, 
by your honourable regard to every thing 
that bears a Relation to him. And there- 
fore I cannot but think it a very becoming 
Inſtance of your Piety and Devotion to 
lay out ſome of your wealth, in making 
proviſion for the more decent Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Offices of Religion, and in 
fupportiag and beautify ing the Houſe of 
Goo, which is ſeldom grudged for the 
adorning or beautifying your own: And 
WADI" this 
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this it is to be hoped would be ſufficient 
warrant, for you to join with Nehemiah in 
the Prayer which he makes to Gop,in hum- 
ble confidence in the Divine Favour, on ac- 
- count of his Zeal upon the like occaſion. 
Neh. xiii. 14. Remember me, O my God, con- 
cerning this, and wipe not out the good deeds 
that I have done for the Houſe of my God, 
and for the Offices thereof. This is the way to 
bring down the Bleſſing of Gop upon your 
Perſons, your Families and Eſtates ; and if 
you take care to teſtifie your Reverence for 

is glorious MajesTY, in all the Inſtances 
wherein he requires it, to entitle yourſelves 


to the Promiſe which he has made, 1 Sam. 


ii. 30. Them, that honour me ] will Honour. 
And this may ſuffice for that part of your 
Duty, which ye owe to Gop. Give me 
leave now, | big ab 


III. To deſcend to tle ſecond great 
Branch of Chriſtian Duty, which is that ye 
owe to your Neighbour; of which I ſhall 
ſpeak only under theſe four Particulars, viz. 
— Humility, Meekneſs and Charity. 
And, = 


1. JUSTICE is a Duty which ye owe to 
all men: And herein ye cannot certainly 
be wanting, if ye obſerve that golden Rule 
laid down by our Bleſſed Saviour as the 
Sum of the Law, and the Prophets, of Doing 
to all men as ye would they ſhould do unto 
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you *, For this will keep you from ta- 


king the Advantage of your Condition, to 
oppreſs or any ways deal hardly by your 
Brethren, in any of thoſe Particulars where- 
in they depend upon you. This will induce 
you to make exact, and quick, and punctual 
payments, to thoſe that ſerve you in the 
way of Trade; It will make you carefull to 
give the Labourer his Hire in due Seaſon, 
that the needy eyes do not wait to long; and 
look ſo far into your own Affairs, as not to 
give thoſe that are employed under you an 
Opportunity to beat their fellow-ſervants, or 
to uſe their Inferiors ill; contrary to your 
own kind and juſt Intentions to all with 
whom you are concern'd. Were there any 
room to think you guilty of Injuſtice in any 
ſuch Inſtances, I might urge the Danger of 
it in the words of St. James, Jam. v. 4. Be- 
hold the Hire of the Labourers which have reaped 
down your Fields, which is of you kept back by 
Fraud, crieth ; and the Cries of them which have 
22 are entred into the Ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth. But it may ſuffice to obſerve, as 
you are Gentlemen, how great a Scandal 
and Diſgrace it is to be in Debt; how ma- 


ny ſevere Reflections it will occaſion being 


caſt upon you, by thoſe beneath you ; how 
much it will leſſen your Intereſt and Eſteem 


among thoſe, whom you will be deſirous 


to lead and govern in temporal matters, and 
ſo make you uncapable of doing that Service 


to your Country, which is expected from 


Men 


— 
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men of your Quality and Eſtates. So that 
if you have any regard to your own Credit 
and Reputation, ſetting aſide the Conſide- 
rations of Religion, you will be forced to 
be Juſt, to preſerve your Authority over 
thoſe beneath you. But for the more effectu- 
al-obtaining of this end, I cannot but add, 


2. TyaT Humility is no leſs neceſſary 
than Juſtice: For if from the Superiority of 
your Station and Condition, you take occa- 
ſion to treat your Inferiors with Scorn and 
Diſdain ; if you carry it haughtily and con- 
temptuouſly ; thoſe that are deſpiſed will be 
-apt- in their turn to deſpiſe you, and lay 
hold of any Opportunity that offers, to ſhew 
you how highly they reſent your proud, ar- 
rogant and ſupercilious behaviour: For every 
man, how mean ſoever he may be in Con- 
dition, ſets a Value upon himſelf, and loves 
to find ſome Reſpect and Civility paid him 
by thoſe above him; wherein if they are 
wanting, they are not ſecure from receiving 


an ill turn from the moſt deſpicable Inſtru- 


ment; or that the weakeſt and meaneſt of 
the Sons of men will not find means to bite 


their heel, if they think to trample him un- 


der their ſeet. And therefore did ye propoſe 
nothing elſe but the good- will, Reſpect and 
Veneration of your Inferiors, the beſt and 
moſt likely way to procure that, is by Cour- 
teſy and Affability, Humility and Condeſcen- 
ſion: An obliging Behaviour is ſure to win 
their hearts, and to give you that Power _ 
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Influence over them, which is loſt by rough, 
or ſtrange, and haughty Carriage. But ſince 
I am addreſſing myſelf to Chrittians, I may 
be allowed to put you in mind of the Ob- 
ligations of that Character; and how ſtrict- 
ly incumbent it is upon thoſe that profeſs 
themſelves the Diſciples of CHR Is r, to tread 
in the ſteps of their Bleſſed Maſter, and. to 
copy after the Pattern of Humility which 
he has ſet them, in lowlineſs of mind each 
eftceming other better than themſelves. And if 
this mind be in you which was alſo in Chriſt Je- 
ſus *, I need not ſpend time in urging the 
Obligation of his Command, or the Autho- 
rity of his Example to go and do likewiſe : 
But the Conſideration of his being in the form 
of God, and yet humbling himſelf {0 exceed- 
ingly for your fakes, cannot but prevail 
with you to exerciſe all thoſe Acts of Con- 
deſcenſion and Humility, which your Ma- 
ſter and Saviour having exerciſed before you, 
has made it honourable to follow him there- 
in; as it is the ſureſt way to obtain that 
Honour which cometh from Gop, who 
hath expreſsly told you by his Son, Lake xiv. 
11. That he that hambleth himſelf ſhall be ex- 
alted. But if the Command and Example 
of CarsT have any Authority, I muſt add 
as a further Degree of Chriſtian PerteQion, 
the Obligation ye are under, | 
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have to do. Learn of me, faith our Bleſſed 
Lox, for I am meek and lowly in heart, Matth. 
xi. 29. and St. Paul joins both together, Col. 
iii. 12, 13. Put on therefore as the Elect of Goa, 
Holy and Beloved, Bowels of Mercies, Rindneſs, 
Hambleneſs of mind, Meekneſs, long-ſuffering ; 
forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel againſt any even 4s 
Chriſt forgave you ſo; alſo do ye. Which he 
alſo requires of the Epheſians, as the proper 
Badge of the Chriſtian Vocation, Eph. iv. 
15 2. I beſeech you, that ye walk worthy of the 
Vacation wherewith ye are call:d, with all lowli- 
neſs and meekneſs, with long 170 ring forbearing 
one another in love. Now if theſe Virtues 
have their due effect upon your minds, they 
will diſpoſe you to be mild, and gentle and 
patient | toward all men; to do no man any In- 
jury, nor to give any Affront, but to tate 
them without fretting or Impatience; to 
keep the Maſtery of your Paſſions, and 
never to fly out into any undecent or un- 
ſeemly Language or Behaviour, even upon 
the higheſt Provocations: They will pre- 
ſerve you from ſeeking to Avenge yourſelves, 
or giving way to any unjuſt, or hafty, or an- 
feafonable, or immoderate Anger; ſo as to diſ- 
eompcſe or diſorder yourſelves, or to be- 
come troubleſome or injurious to Others. 
/ In a word, the Virtue of Meekneſs if you 
are really poſſeſs'd of it, will reſtrain you 
from. all Peeviſhneſs and Frowardneſs of 
Spirit, contrary to that ſweetneſs of Tem- 
per and Diſpolitign which is not eaſily pro- 
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voked ; from all unſeaſonable and intempe- 
rate Anger, contrary to that Gentleneſs of 
mind which doth act behave 1tſelf unſeemly; 
and from every Deſire or Act of Revenge, 
contrary, to that Chriſtian Charity which 
is the fruit of the Spirit, which ſuffereth long, 
beareth all things, endureth all things. And did 
you calmly conſider the preſent and tem- 
poral Inconveniencies, as well as the future 


Puniſhment of Ungovern'd Paſſions; how 


great the Vexation and Uneaſineſs of mind 
is which they produce, and how many great 
Sins they lead men into, indiſpoſing you to 
take any Satisfaction in your State and Con- 
dition, and raiſing a Hell within your own 
Breaſts, to the Deſtruction of that Peace and 
Tranquillity of Mind which is neceſſary to 
your Happineſs; I ſhould not want many 
Arguments to perſwade you to follow the 
Pſalmiſt's Advice, Pſ. xxxvii. 8. Ceaſe from 
Anger and forſake Wrath, fret not thyſelf in 
any wiſe to do Evil, The Danger of being 
thereby moved to do Evil, and being hurried 
into thoſe Exttavagancies, ' which in your 
cool thoughts you cannot but condemn; 
would make you keep a ſtrict guard over 
your. own hearts, and to over-come and 
maſter your Paſſions, which in the Judg- 
ment of Solomon is a greater Inſtance of true 
Valour 'and Fortitude, and a juſter ground 
of glory ing, than 'tis ro overcome by force 
the molt powerfull Enemies: For ſo we are 
taught, Prov. xvi. 3. He that is flowto Anger 
is better than tie Mighty, and he that ruleth his 
Yirit than he that taketh a City. HenCs 
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Hence therefore ye may take an Eſti- 
mate of the Guilt of Duelling, ſo common 
in theſe days, to the Detriment of the Pub- 
lick, as well as the Ruin and Deſtructi- 
on of private Families; whereby we have 
ſeen ſo many Gentlemen fall a Sacrifice to 
Private Revenge, and hurried into another 
World beſore their Time, under the Guilt of 


their own Blood and thirſting after, if their 


hands were not actually embrued in that of 
their Brother. Now this is a Practice which 
directly tends to the Diſſolution of all So- 


ciety and Government, as it makes the Pub- 


lick Juſtice of a Nation uſeleſs and Inſigni- 
cant: For if every man may be a judge in 
his own Quarrel, and take upon him to do 
himſelf Juſtice (as he calls it) for the real or 
ſuppos'd Injuries that he receives; if every 
one that thinks himſelf grieved, may pre- 
ſently have recourſe to his own Sword, for 
the Puniſhment of the Offender; I may ask 
the Queſtion which the Apoſtle puts upon 
another occaſion, Wherefore then ſerveth the 
Law? Or to what purpoſe: hath Gov ap- 
pointed the Civil Magiſtrate, to be the Mi. 
niſter of the Vengeance which belongs to him to 
repay, 4 Revenger to extcuze Wrath upon him 
that doth Evil? 1010 


Ir will eaſily be allowed, that the Law 


has made Proviſion againſt every Wrong 
that is Real or Conſiderable, whereby 
one 'man may injure. another; and if any 
ſuch be offered, you may have Ro to 
1 12 4 1 that, 
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that, and ſo obtain Legal Satisfaction: But 
if the Damage be ſuch as the Law takes no 
Notice of, and allows no Satisfaction for; 
this is an Argument that it is very light and 
inconſiderable, and ſuch as will not bear you 
out for endeavouring to repair it by private 
Combat. And tho? the Law, or rather 
Judges and Juries, be commonly fo favou- 
rable to thoſe that ſhed Blood in this man- 
ner; as not to call it, or puniſh it as Mur- 
der, but Manſlaughter ; yet it ought to be 
conſider'd, what Judgment will be paſt up- 
on it in the great Tribunal of CauxisT, and 
what anſwer you can make when ye come 
to appear before Gop's Judgment-Seat, for 
invading His Prerogative who hath ſaid, 
Vengeance is mize, I will repay, Rom. xii. 19. 
For certainly if you conſider yourſelves as 
Chriſtians, you cannot be to learn how con- 
trary this Practice is to the Chriſtian Law 
of 3 and how utterly irreconcilable 
with that mutual Love, and Forbearance 
and Forgiveneſs, which CaxzisT requires of 
his Diſciples; and conſequently how inexcu- 
fablevit will be found in the laſt Day. 


Bur I may add, that i is no more conſi- 
tent even with common Prudence: For 
thoſe that think it worth their while, to ha- 
zard their own Lives or to attempt their 
Neighbours, for ſuch trifling Injuries and 
Affronts as are the common occaſions of Du- 
elling, plainly ſhew that their Paſſions have 
got the Aſcendant over their Reaſon, as well 
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as their Religion : Since neither the Real nor 
ſuppoſed: Damages received, can poſſibly be 


repaired by this Means; and if they could, 


yet the Satisfaction propos'd is utterly diſpro- 
portionate thereunto, the Life of our Neigh- 


bour being too dear a price for any Injury 


thereby ſought to be repaired. So that for 
any man to give or accept of a challenge, is 
what cannot be juſtified either by the Rules 
of Chriſtianity or right Reaſon ; becauſe he 


would thereby become either actually or in- 


tentionally a Murderer, either of Himſelf 
or his Neighbour, or both. 


I Nx ED not recount the Miſchiefs that 
by this Means fall upon private Families, in 
being bereaved of a Parent, a Husband, c. 
that ſhould be their Support and Stay : And 

et theſe are greater, than can be overbal- 
anc'd by a Point of miſtaken Honour, which 
may forbid a Paſſionate orVain-glorious man 
to paſs by an Affront; or by the Imputation 
of Cowardice, which unreaſonable men may 
poſſibly caſt upon ſuch as are unwilling 
to hazard their Life, and conſequently their 
Soul in the way of private Revenge ; and 
have ſo much true Courage, as to deſpiſe the 
Scorn ay may expect to meet with for da- 
ring to refuſe a Challenge, and to be afraid of 
offending Gop even under the Reproach of 
being counted afraid of Men. And as for 
thoſe that govern themſelves by any other 
Meaſures, and are influenc'd by any orher 
Fears; I cannot conclude this 2 with 
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better advice, than in the words of Bp B/ackall 
upon the Subject * © He who will not bear 
this ſmall reproach, viz. the Imputation 
« of Cowardice, rather than commit the + 
« greateſt Sin, may read his Doom, and I 
« leave him to conſider of it, in Mark viii. 38. 
« Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and of my 
« Words, in this Adulterous and ſinfull Genera- 
tion, of him alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſbam- 
« 'ea, when he cometh in the Glory of his Father, 
„ with the Holy Angels.” And ſo J deſcend, 


4. To the laſt Branch of the Duty which 
I mentioned as owing to your Neighbour, 
and that is Charity ; to be ſhewn, in a can- 
did and favourable Conſtruction of all his 
Words and Actions, without making any 
ſevere Reflections upon his Conduct, or 
raſhly cenſuring him for little Miſcarriages, 
or upon {light and groundleſoOccaſions, which 
is beneath perſons of yourCondition andEdu- 
cation: In a kind and benign Treatment and 


Humanity of Behaviour, towards all with 


whom you have to do, which is the ſureſt 
way to recommend yourſelves to their Re- 
ſpect and Eſteem : In a compaſſionate regard 
to the Miſeries and Calamities that may be- 
fall other men, and in a Readineſs to aſſiſt 
them in their Diſtreſſes, and to relieve them 
in all their Wants, whether of mind, or bo- 
dy, or Eſtate : This laſt is what is commonly 
and eſpecially underſtood by Charity, viz. 
Diſtributing to the Neceſſities of the Poor: And 
1 I 
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upon mention hereof I am willing to hope, 


the Earnings of your own Bowels are fo. 


ſtrong, and that you find ſo powerfull an In- 
terceſſor in your own Breaſts pleading in 
their behalf, as to make it almoſt unneceſſary 
to uſe any other Arguments, to provoke you 
to this Duty, For Who that conſiders the 
Poor as Partakers of the ſame common Na- 
ture with Himſelf, can chuſe but be touched 
with the feeling of their Neceſſities? Who that 
conſiders himſelf as liable to the ſame Wants 
and Neceſſities, which the poor ſuffer, can 
be backward to ſupply and relieve them ? 
Who that conſiders it as a thing owing to 


the Indulgent Goodneſs of Goo, that he is 


not actually oppreſſed with the ſame Wants 
which the Poor labour under, can be back- 
ward in making the Acknowldgments re- 
quired of him by that bountifull Benefactor, 
who made him to diſſer from another? 


Fox, to ufe the words of Dr. Moſs, * 
„ Tho' the Poor have no legal demand up- 
on the Rich for that which is purely their 
“free Benevolence, yet they have a right that 
is Superior to all humanConſtitutions: For 
& they claim under Gop, who is the Su- 
« preme Lord and Proprietor of the Uni- 
« verſe,and hath purpoſely ſo ſhared his own 
« Diſtributions, that the Abundance of 
„ ſome might be a Supplement to the 
« wants of Others. | | 

« AxD in ſtrictneſs of ſpeaking, the i 

| that 


» 


f Vid. hig Serm. on Prov! XXii. 2. 
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that in the Vogue of the World paſſes for 
a Maſter of many thouſands, is not the 
proper Owner of what he hath; he is. on- 


+ & 
92 


8 6“ ly Gop's Steward, and the larger Eſtate he 
7 “ hath to manage, ſo much the greater is his 
. « Truſt and Care in the Family : And he 
* ought accordingly to give to every one 
P * their portion in due Seaſon, and in full Mea- 
a « ſure. Which if he negleQs to do, he is 
a 4 puilty of foul Ingratitude as well as Diſ- 
* * obedience to his Lord, and manifeſt wrong 
- « to his fellow- creatures, over whom he is 
. * made a kind of Ruler. In diſcharge of 
0 * which honourable Truſt he ought to be 
* both Faithfull and Wiſe; Faithfull, in be- 
8 „ {towing his Alms according to his Abun- 
£ dance, giving 4 Portion to ſeven and alſo to 
3 6 eight nay, to fifty, to an hundred, to more 
1 if he can, as not knowing what Evil ſhall be 


cc 
upon the Earth, Eccl. xi. 2. And Wiſe; 
in ſo contriving and managing his Chari- 
* ty, as may make it truly Uſefull and Be- 
„ neficial, and as far as is poſſible (like our 
of “ Saviour's Miracles, which were alſo Works 
n of greateſt Mercy) ſalutary at once both 
( 
cc 
« 
cc 


K * to Soul and Body. He ſhould take care, not 
4 only to fortifie and cloath the Bodies of his 
* needy Brethren, with convenient ſood and 
in * raiment; but he ſhould contribute what 


he can to relieve their Spiritual Wants ; to 
e Ke ſupply them with the Bread of Life that is 
* from Heaven, to cloath them (as the Prophet 

A * [/aiah expreſſeth it) with the Garments of 
N Salvation, to lend Eyes to their blind Un- 
I 2 . der- 
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« derſtandings, and feet to their lame Wills; 
4 to faſhion their Manners aright at firſt, 
« or to bring them again to their true 
« Bent, whilſt they are yet flexible; to keep 
“them from turning aſide in!o crooked Paths, 
© and to lead them in the way Everlaſting ”. 


Arr this, My Lon ps and GeNTLEMEN, 
your Wealth and Authority gives you the 
Advantage of doing, for the Honour of Gop 
and your Brethrens Good; and therefore I 
hope it is needleſs to ſay, you are under an 
indiſpenſible Obligation to Do it: For I k»ow 
the Forwaraneſs of your mind; We daily ſee 
the Fruits of your Bounty in thoſe extenſive 
and uſefull Charities, which have of late 
Years ſo exceedingly prevailed, as to juſtihe 
our Boaſting on your behalf. Give me leave 
only to exhort you to go on in thisWork and 
Labour of Love, and as Gon hath abounded 
towards You with the Bleſſings of his Good- 
neſs, ſo to abound yet more and more, in diſtri- 
buting the ſame ro the preſent Comfort of 
your Brethren, and your own future and 
Eternal Conſolation in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. For this is the purport of St. Paul's Ex- 
hortation, with which I ſhall conclude this 
Point ; Charge them that are rich in this World. 
That they do good, that they be rich in good works, 
read to diſtribute, willing to Communicate; lay- 
ing up iu ſtore for themſelves 4 good Foundation 
againſt the time to come, that they maylay hold on 
Eternal Life, 1 Tim. vi 17, 18, 19, And 
thus having ſpoken I hope ſufficiently 15 the 
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Duty which ye owe'to your Neighbour, un- 


der thoſe four Particulars wherein I conceive 


you are moſt nearly concern'd ; I paſs now, 


IV. To the laſt great Branch of Duty, 
which is that owing to yourſelves: Whereof 
the principal Particulars are theſe Five, Fru- 
gality, Temperance, Chaſtity, Contentment 
and Moderation. And 


1. Give me leave to recommend to you 


Frugality and a prudent care in your Ex- 


pences; that ye do not ſquander away the 


Wealth, which the good Providence of Gop 
has bleſſed you with in Sin, or in Vanity, or 


in Folly ; Leſt ye diſable yourſelves from the 
performance of thoſe Duties, which are pe- 


culiarly incumbent upon you in the Station 
wherein ye are plac'd, and to which your 


temporal Proſperity was deſigned to be ſub- 
ſervient: Leſt ye by Degrees diſſipate your 
Subſtance, and ſo bring upon yourſelves that 
Miſery and Want, which your preſent A- 
bundance will make you leſs able to bear, 
than ſuch as never lived in Plenty; Or if 
your Goods ſhould be enough to laſt our 
your own time, notwithſtanding your Ex- 
travagance, leſt ye draw upon yourſelves 
the Curſes of your Poſterity, for waſting the 
Patrimony which their Deſcending ſrom 
ou would have have entitled them to ; and 
—— them to ſtrive with thoſe Hardſhips 
and Difficulties, which your Virtue, and 
Prudence, and good Husbandry would have 
freed them from, 1 AND 
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And verily the waſting of your Subſtance 
is a Danger not to be deſpiſed, let your Eſtates 
be never ſo great; as appears by thoſe Mul- 
titudes of Examples, whom Extravagance 
hath reduc'd to a very ſtrait Fortune, from 
ample Poſſeſſions: And happy will it be for 
you, if you are ſo wiſe as to take Example 
by them, 


Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum, 


If, when ye obſerve the havock that has 
been made in other mens eſtates, by vain and 
wanton Equipage above their Rank, prodi- 
gal and idle Gaming, waſtefull Vices, and 
expenſive Pleaſures, ye take warning not to 
ſplit upon thoſe Rocks, and be carefull to 
limit your Expences by your Income; and 
from the Senſe of what Gop expects from 
you, in the way of Piety and Charity ; your 
eighbours in the way of Munificence and 
Hoſpitality, Your Family and Relations in 
the way of Kindneſs and natural Affection; 
to husband your Fortune with ſo much Pru- 
dence and Diſcretion, as to anſwer all theſe 
Obligations: So ſhall ye enjoy the good things 
which ye poſſeſs, without any Diminution to 
your furure hopes: So ſhall ye obtain peace 
in your own minds, Eſteem and Good-will 
from the World, and Favour with Gop : So 
ſhall ye be free from thoſe Vices, which Ex- 
travagance will betray you into,and which I 
propoſe particularly to warn you againſt, in 
ſpeaking to' the remaining Duties which I 
mentioned as owing to yourſelyes; RIES 
N { 2 | 2. HE 
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2. Thx ſecond is Temperance and Sobri- 
ety : By which I mean ſuch a moderate Uſe 
of Meats and Drinks, and all the lawfull 


| Pleaſures of the Body, as is agreeable to your 


Condition as Men, and to your Profeſſion as 
Chriſtians; in oppoſition to Luxury and 
Riot, Idleneſs and Sloth, Surfeiting and Ex- 
ceſs: Which are all Vices ſo deſtructive to 
the Health and Eaſe of the Body, to the 
Strength and Vigour of the mind, and to the 
preſent Welfare and Happineſs of the whole 
Man; that one would ſcarce think it need- 
full, to mention the miſchievous effects there- 
of upon your Spiritual and Eternal State, to 
perſwadeyou to refrain from them. But when 


both Conſiderations meet, their being incon- 


ſiſtent with your preſent as well as your fu- 
ture well-being : When it is conſider'd that 
theſe Vices fill the Body with Pains and Dif- 


eaſes, enfeeble and weaken the Underſtand- 


ing, and all the Diſcerning Faculties of the 
Soul; that they tend to Poverty, Diſgrace 
and Shame in this World, as well as Mi 
in the next; ſurely if you would not forſeit 
your Pretenſions toWorldly as well as Divine 
i{dom, there cannot want Arguments to 
diſſwade you, from making Proviſion for the 
Fleſh to fulfill the Laſts thereof ; from becoming 
Slaves to the ſenſual Appetite, or being led 


away contrary to your own better Judgment 


and Senſe of things, by the Prevalence of 
Cuſtom, Perſwaſion, or Example, into Pra- 
Etices that are at once ruinous to yourEſtates 
your Credit, your Bodies, your Souls. 5 
N 
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O the other hand what real Pleaſure or 
Satisfaction is there in Intemperance to 
countervail theſeMiſchiefs? What Entertain- 
ment does the ſottiſh Mirth of Debauched 
Companions afford, greater thanwhat ſprings 
from a temperate and ſober uſe of God's 
good Creatures? But why do I ſay Greater? 
What real Satisfaction can it afford at all, 
while it is deſtitute of Innocence, which is 
the Spirit and Quinteſſence of all Enjoy- 
ments? For Solomon tells us that the Heart 
may be ſorromfull even in Laughter, and the 
| Mirth which is attended with Guilt, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily conclude in Heavineſs : x Whereas 
the Pleaſures of Temperance and Innocence 
are ſolid and laſting, neither mixt with Grief 
nor allay'd by Fear: They leave no ſting 
behind them, but are a perpetual Spring of 
Peace and Joy in the mind. This is the w 
to partake of the good things of this World, 
without forfeiting thoſe of the next; This is 
the way really to enjoy the Sweets of Life, of 
Converſation, 
neſs in the End. So that when ye are exhort- 
ed to be Temperate in all things; when our 
Bleſſed Saviour bids you take heed. leſt your 
hearts be overcharged with Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs; and St. Paal to beware of 


Rioting and Exceſs ; You are only command- 


ed to conſult your Temporal, -in order to 
the better ſecuring of your Eternal Intereſt. 
And indeed this is the Drift of all Gop's 
Commands, this Tendency, this natural eſ- 


3 


— 
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of Friendſhip without Bitter- 


fect 
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effect have all the Virtues of the Chriſtian 


Life; not only Frugality, Temperance and 
Sobriety, but alſo 


3. CansTiTy, the third Particular men- 
tioned of the Duty which ye owe to your- 
ſelves. Now this Virtue, if it have its 
due influence upon your minds, will reſtra in 
you not only ſrom Diſhozouriag your own Bo- 
dies * by Unnatural Luſts, ſuch as the Sins 
of Ovan + and of Sodom | ; which were fo 
provoking in the Sight of Gop, as to draw 
down immediate Vengeance upon the firſt 
Guilty Offenders ; not only from the greater 
and more groſs Acts of Uncleaneſs, in all the 
Branches of it, Worts of Darkneſs which it is 
a ſhame to mention ; bur from all Incentives 
and Motives, from all Approaches and Pro- 
vocations to Luſt, from giving way to any 
filthy Imaginations or Deſires, and from pol- 
luting the mind by the Wilfull Indulgence of 
unſeemly Thoughts and Inclinations, where 
the Shame or Fear of men may lay a bridle , 
upon the Outward Actions: Remembring 
than None but the pare in heart can ever ſee 
God *, and that Luſtſull Looks and Deſires + 
are no more allowable by the ChriſtianLaw, 
than the filthy Abominations of the Heathens; 
in that they eſtrange the mind from Gop, 
diſpoſe men for, and lead the way to greater 
and more heinous Uncleanneſſes. Now as 
to theſe one would think the temporal Pu- 
K niſhments 
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Rom. i. 24, 27. + Gen. xxxvlii. 9. + Gen. 3ix+ 5, 
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niſhments that follow them, ſhould be en- 
ough to terrifie thoſe that conſider any _ 
at all, from every carnal Indulgence ; an 
when they are taught by ſenſible Examples 
as well as Divine Admonitions, that Shame 
and Diſeaſe, Poverty and Reproach ; that 
natural Blindneſs and Judicial Hardneſs of 
heart, are the common effects of Senſual and 
brutiſh Luſts : When Solomon tells you, that 
by means of a whoriſh Woman a man is brought 
fo 4 piece of Bread, Prov. vi. 26. that he ſhall 
get a wound and Diſbonour, and his reproach ſhall 
not be wiped away, v. 33. that however the Lips 
of 4 range woman may drop as the honey-comb, 
yet ſhe has Malice in her heart and Treache- 
ry in her Deſigns, having caſt down many 
wounded, yea, many ſtrong men have been ſlain by 
her ; Her houſe is the way to Hell, that is to the 
Grave, going down to the Chambers of Death, 
Prov. vii. 26, 27. And when the Truth of 
all theſe Obſervations is confirmed by the 
Experience of many Martyrs, who have fal- 
len a Sacrifice to Luſt before your Eyes; 
when ye'obſerve what Deſolations Debauchery 
hath made in the Earth, one would think there 
ſhould be no need to repeat the terrible De- 
nunciations of future Puniſhments, which 
God hath prepared for it; or to put you in 
mind of what St. Paul hath ſaid, that Whore 
mongers and Adulterers God will judge, Heb. 
xiii. 4. 9. 4, He will adjudge them to the 
hotteſt Portion of his Wrath; or that St. 
John reckons up the Abominable £86Seruſpivor, 
thoſe that allow themſelves in the * 
. Acts 
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Acts of filthy Uncleanneſs, and Hhoremong ers 
amongſt thoſe, who ſhall be condemned ta have 
their part in the Lale which burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death, Rev. xxi. 8. 


Bur if you join both Conſiderations toge- 
ther, and reflect on the preſent miſchievous 
effects of a lewd and diſſolute courſe of Life, 
as well as the ſuture Vengeance that awaits 
it: Who that pretends to be Wiſe, or deſires 
to be Happy canchuſe but fear; and acknow- 
ledge the Goodneſs of Gov in requiring Us 
to mortiſis our Members that are upon the Earth, 
and to guard againſt all the Avenues andAp- 
proaches, againſt every kind and degree of 
Luſt? For what pleaſure and Satisfaction can 
there poſſibly be in the Embraces of a ſtrange 
woman, fit to be laid in the Ballance againſt 
the Miſeries conſequent thereupon? Or what 
Allurements of preſent Enjoyment can coun- 
tervail the Bitterneſs o her End? + Eſpecially 
ſince Gop has mercifully confider'd the Frail- 
ty of human Nature, and provided a Reme- 
— againſt Sins of this kind in the Honourable 
eſtate of Marriage; that the Looſneſs and 
Wandring of Deſire may not prove prejudi- 
cial to Society, or Particular Perſons, and 
ſo all may keep themſelves undefiled Members 

of Chriſt's Body. 


I might further urge the Guilt and Dan- 
ger of indulging the ſiafull Lufts of the Fleſb, 
as they are the often occaſion of other * 
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But if the Miſeries which ye thereby expoſe 


. . yourſelves to, both in Body and Soul, in this 


Life and the next, are not ſufficient to re- 
ſtrain you; T am afraid, That Conſideration 
will ſcarce be more effectual. And therefore 
T think I cannot better conclude this Parti- 
cular than in the words of Solomon, Prov. v. 
8, 9, Oc. wherein he ſets forth the Dangers 
J have inſiſted on, of having Society with 4 
ſtrange woman; Remove thy way far from her, 
and come not nigh the door of her Houſe: leſt thou 
ive thine Honour unto Others, and thy Tears unto 
the Cruel; leſt ſtrangers be filled nith thy Wealth, 
and thy Labour be in the Houſe of 4 Stranger, and 
thou mourn at the laſt when thy Fleſb and thy Body 
are conſumed : unto which he adds ſuch Advice, 
as I hope will the better be received for com- 
ing from ſo Wiſe a man, vi, 15, 17, 18, 19. 
Drink waters out of thine own Ciſlern, and run- 
ning Waters out of thine own Well; let them be 
only thine own, and not ſlrangers with thee : Let 
thy Fountain be bleſſed, and rejoice with the Wife 
of tl Torts : Let her be as the loving Hiad, and 
pleaſant Ree; let her Breaſts ſatisfie thee at" all 
times, and be thou raviſbd alwa 95 with her Love, 


4. Tux next Virtue I would recommend 
to you, as no leſs neceſſary than the foregoing 
to your preſent Happineſs, is Contentment : 
And this will make you eaſie to yourſelves, 
and to the World; to be pleaſed and ſatisfied 
with your Condition, and to lay hold of the 
Opportunities it gives you to do good, and to 
be uſeſull and ſerviceable to your Generation. 
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This will reſtrain you from all covetous and 

inordinate Deſires of increaſing your Store, 
inconſiſtent with the Peace and Compoſure 
of your own minds; from all afpiring and 
ambitious Deſigns, inconſiſtent with the 
Quiet and Tranquillity of other men ; and 

from all ſuch Careſulneſs and Sollicitude for 
the World, as may tempt you to defraud or 
oppreſs your Brethren, This will make you 
reſigned to the Will of Gop under every Diſ- 
penſation of his Providence, under every Diſ- 
aſter or Calamity that may befall you, will 
enable you to enjoy the good things ye poſſeſs 
with Chcerfulneſs; will diſpoſe you to receive 


and to uſe the temporal Bleſhings,withwhich 


your Cap rannth over, with thankfull Ac- 
knowledgments to Gop, and with Charity 
and Liberality to Men. Diſcontent in any 
condition, is a ſaucy Arraignment of Gop's 
Wiſdom and Gcodneſs; But in perſons of 
your Rank, to whom God has given all things 
richly to enjoy, *tis 1ntolerable Pride and In- 


gratitude ; and may juſtly provoke the Au- 


thor of all your Mercies to withdraw them; 
whilſt you thew yourſelves unworthy of them, 


by thinking more highly of yourſelves than ye ought 


zo think ;, as if Gop were your Debtor, and had 
not enough conſider'd your Deſerts ; an Opi- 
nion favouring equally of Ignorance and 
Vanity: For the cure whereof give me leave, 


5- In the laſt place to remember you of 
the Virtue of Moderation, and to exhort you 
not to be puffed up with any fancied Excel- 
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lencies of your Perſons, or the real Advan- 
tages of your Condition, as any juſt ground 
of glorying in yourſelves ; but to zhi»k ſoberly, 
as becomes thoſe who are made of the fame 
Clay, liable to the ſame Infirmities, and de- 
ſcended from the ſame ſinfull Original with 
thoſe beneath you: That ſo it may appear, 
that your heads are not become Giddy with 
the height of your Station, and that the AF- 
fluence of your Fortune has made no bad 
Impreſſion upon your minds. And if this 
Virtue have its perfect Work, it will preſerve 
— from all Foppiſh Extravagance in Dreſs, 
rom all extravagant Vanity in Equipage, 
from all vain Affectation in Diſcourſe, from 
an affected Air, and Mein, and Gate in your 
Behaviour and Converſation ; which, as the 
Son of Sirach ſays *, ſhew what a man is, whe- 


ther full of Himſelf, whether exalted in Opini- | 


on as inRank, whether conceited of hisGreat- 
neſs, of his Wiſdom, or of his Deſerts ; and 
whether he ſet any undue Value upon his 
Earthly Goods; whether he conſider the Na- 
ture of their Tenure, or the Ends for which 
they were given him. In ſhort, the Virtue 
of Moderation (which is doubtleſs a Virtue if 
rightly underſtood) will ca down Imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
Kyzowledge of God, or of yourſelves; will make 
you guard againſt the Flattery of Deſignin 
Sycophants, will abate and Suppreſs all thoſe 
Tumours and Swelling conceits of your own 
Greatneſs and Sufficieacy, that may make 
you 
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you forget your Dependance upon Gov, and 
the precarious Uncertainty of Riches and 
every thing elſe that is temporal; And ſo 
*twill make you know yourſelves to be but Men. 
In a word, It will teach you to uſe and en- 
joy your Fortune, as becometh Men and 
Chriſtians ; according to the Caution given 
by St. Paul, 1 Tim. vi. 17. Charge them that 
are rich in this World, that they be not high-mind- 
ed, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but in the living 


God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy. 


ANp here there is the greater Circum- 
ſpection and Watchfulneſs Neceſſary, becauſe 
of the great Temptation which your condi- 


tion adminiſters for Haughtineſs and Elation 


of mind, by the Superioritp you have over 
Others; and of the great Aptitude and Diſ- 
poſition there is in an opulent fortune, to 
breed the Vices of Pride and Vain-glory, 
Self. confidence and Sufficiency, which are in 
a manner the natural Growth of the Soil: 
For hence it is that men become over- bear- 
ing and imperious, Vain and arrogant, inſo- 
lent and aſſuming; Qualities which may well 
enough be expected of Bullies, but are utter- 
ly unbecoming Gentlemen, and I believe will 
hardly be found among thoſe that are really 
ſuch : The greater therefore ſhould be your 
Care and Diligence to ſuppreſs them, by re- 
flecting upon your natural Impotency and 
ſinfull Deferts, upon the ſhortneſs of Life, the 
Emptineſs of Honour, the Slippery hold you 
have of Wealth and great place, and how of- 
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ten Riches make themſelves Wings and flee away.* 
And ſuch Conſiderations may convince you 
of the Folly, of placing your Truſt on that 
which is ſo flitting and unſteady, of leaning 
upon a broken reed, of priding yourſelves or 
ſetting your Eyes and hearts upon that which is not. 
This is the judgment that Solomon makes con- 
cerning them, after the fulleſt enjoyment of 
Worldly Greatneſs and Proſperity, which 
no man beſides him ever had. Let thoſe 
that pretend to be Wiſer deſpiſe his Advice ; 
let thoſe that are Happier diſprove the Sen- 
tence he paſſes upon all the Pleaſures and De- 
lights, upon all the Labour and Profit that is 
to be met with ander the Sun; ALL is VA- 
NITY AND VEXATION OF SPIRIT. 


Task, My Lonps and GenTLEMEN, 
are the ſeveral Particulars, which I thought 
moſt neceſſary to be laid before you; and 
which I have adventured to preſs and urge 
upon you, with all the Deference and Re- 
ſpe& due to your Station, as being eſpecially 
conducive to your Happineſs here and here- 
after. And it cannot be doubted, but what I 
have offer*d will meet with a favourable and 

candid Acceptance, in confideration of my 
ſincere Endeavours to ſerve you in your true 
and real Intereſt, how great a Stranger ſo- 
ever I may be to your Per ſons: For this I 
may preſume upon your Good- Nature as En- 
gliſhmen, and upon your Courteſy and Civi- 
lity as Gentlemen; and that the ſeveralweigh- 


ty 


— 
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ty Conſiderations which have been alledged, 
to perſwade you to particular Virtues, to de- 
ter you from particular Vices, will be ſo far 
regarded as to incline your Attention and 
Patience to a word or two more of General 
Advice: While I ſet before you the great 
Obligation you are under to lead 4 Godly, 


righteous, acd fover Life, as ye are Men, Gen- 


tlemen, and Chriſtians. 

1. As ye are Men, it may well be expeQ- 
ed, that Ye ſhould anſwer the End af your 
Creation; and as ye are diftinguiſked from 
the Creatures of the lower World, as much 
by the Capacity of being Religious, as of 
Reaſon; ſo that ye ſhould put the Faculties 
of your Souls to their proper Uſe, and em- 
ploy yourſelves in your proper Buſineſs : 
which the Nyman tells you is, to fear God 
and keep his Command ments, for this is the whole 
of Man X. This is his whole Duty, his great 
and chief Employment, the principal Deſign 
of his Coming into the World, And there- 
fore when all the other parts of the World, 
both Animate and Inanimate, ſo ſtcadily pur- 
ſue the Ends and fulfill the Laws of their 
Creation; what a reproach would it be, if 
Man who lieth under the higheſt Obligati- 
ons to Obedience, ſhould be the only Rebel 
in Nature, and fall ſhort of the Duty which 
he oweth to his Maker and Sovereign 
Lord? With how much reaſon may J in 
this caſe urge the Prophets Admonition, F 
Remember this and ſbem yourſelves Men; * 
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that ye are endued with Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding, conſider and act ſuitably to your 
Nature and Faculties; bring it again to mind, 
O ye tranſgreſſors, how much your Duty in- 
creaſes with your Obligations; how juſtly 
the Creatures below you may accuſe and 
condemn your Ingratitude, if you forget God 
Jour Maker who hath taught us more than the 
Beaſts of the Earth, and maketh us Wiſer than the 
Fomls of Heaven . But then, | 
2. Besipes the common Obligation ye 
are under as Alen, there is alſo a peculiar and 
additional Obligation lies upon you to a Re- 
ligious and virtuous Life, as you are Gentle- 
men. Upon this account greater things are 
expected from you than of other men, be- 
cauſe you have greater leiſure and Advan- 
tages to inform and improve your Under- 
ſtandings, to reform and re&ifie your Wills, 
to reſtrain and moderate your Affections; 
greater Obligations to Practice, becauſe 
greater Opportunities of Knowledge ; and 
greater Encouragement to make proviſion 
for your Spiritual State, becauſe all Care for 
your Temporal is ſuperſeded, by the proſpe- 
rous Condition wherein the good Providence 
of God has placed You. And this Advantage 
you are no doubt indiſpenſibly obliged to im- 
prove, not only for your own Eternal and Spi- 
ritual Benefit, but alſo forthat of thoſe to whom 
Vou ſtand any way related; by a gratefull 
Concern forthe Honour of Gop your Bene- 
factor, and a tender Compaſſion for u 
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of men; exhorting, exciting and encourag- 
ing them to the careſull purſuit of the Ove 
thing —_ and as much as in you lieth, 
ſetting forward their Salvation : And this 
not only by Advice and Admonition, but 
Example ; which will always be found the 
molt prevailing Argument to perſmade Men, 
and in you would be more eſpecially ſubſer- 
vient to this end, becauſe of the great influ- 
ence you have over them in Temporal things; 
inſomuch that, if I may uſe the words of 
Arch-Biſhop Tillotſon ?, The Eminence 
« of your Rank and Condition renders your 
« Examples ſo powerfull as to be able almoſt 
« to give Authority either to Virtue or Vice; 
“ People take their Faſhions from you as to 
« the Habits of their minds, as well as their 
* Bodies. So that upon you chiefly depends 
& the Ruin or Reformation of manners, our 
* Hopes or Deſpair of a better World. What 
% way ſoever you go, you arer followed by 


« troops; If you run any ſinfull or dangerous 


Courſe, you cannot periſh alone in yourTni- 
“ quity,but thouſands will Fall by your ſide, and 
& ten thouſands at your right hands: And on the 
contrary *tis very much in your power, and 
J hope in your Wills and Deſigns, to be the 
Sovereign Reſtorers of Piety and Virtue to a 
degenerate Age. And can it be thought, that 
where your Power is ſo very great, you are 
not under a proportionableObligation topro- 
mote the Glory of Gov and Happineſs of 

L 2 Men ? 


+ Vid, Tillorſon*: Serm. 13. of Vol. I. 
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Men? Or that, if you do miſchief in the 
World by a profligate Example, this will not 
enhance the account you mult one day give of 
yourſelves to God? 

Ol thereſore, that you would but conſider, 
what becomes thoſe that are fo graciouſly 
diſtinguiſhed, by the kind Indulgence of a 
Bountifull Providence: How holily and un- 
blameably thoſe ought to walk, who are ſet 
like a City en a Fill ; and have by that advan- 
tageous Situation, the means of making their 
Light ſhine farther than other mens. That ye 
would conſider, that even in the Opinion of 
Heathens, Virtue is the beſt Title to Honour; 


Nebilitas ſola eſt atque Unica Virtus, * 


That true Greatneſs conſiſts in deſpiſing the 
Vices of the Vulgar, and the beſt and moſt 
commendable way to diſtinguiſh yourſelves 
from thole beneath you, is by reiraining from 
thoſe Vices and Luſts and Sinfull Pa ſſions, by 
which They are overcome; and by a more 
carefull and diligent purſuit of eyery thing 
that is Good and Praiſe-worthy : Thus will 
ye preſerve the Dignity of your Station, and 
ſhew yourſelves worthy of the Priviicges 
thereunto annex'd, 'To which if ye add, 

3- Tux Conſideration of your being Chri- 
ſtians, your Obligation will appear to be (till 
greater to anſwer that glorious Character, 
and to order your Converſation as becometh the 
. Goſpel of Chriſt : And this on account of the 

mighty Aſſiſtances thereby afforded, __ ſt 
the 
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the Prevalency of your Natural Infirmities 
and Corruption; by which you are enabled 


to encounter the Difficulties of a Chriſtian 


Courſe, and to conquer the Rebellious Moti- 
ons of Sin; and thro? the Grace of Go, which 
is never wanting to the ſincere Endeavours of 
men, have it in your power to ſecure that in- 
eſtimable Reward, which God hath prepared for 
them that love him: AnEncouragement which 
is more than equal to all the Temptations 
and Allurements of Senſe; a Reward far ex- 
ceeding all the Pleaſures and Advantages of 


this Life, which your Profeſſion obliges you, 


for the Sake of it, to renounce and forego, 
AND this is the more binding becauſe it is 

your Profeſſion, what you have aQually un- 

dertaken, and ſolemnly engaged yourſelves 


in your Baptiſm to continue in zzto jour lives 


end, So that there is no dramin? back, without 
being falſe to your Chriſtian Covenant ; no 
departing from the Rules and Duties of the 
Chriſtian Life, without forſeiting all the Pri- 
vileges and Benefits of your Baptiſm, and 
reducing yourſelves to as bad, nay a worſe 
eſtate, than that from which you were deli- 
vered by the Death of CurisT; I fay a 
worſe eltate, becauſe there is no other Poſſi- 
bility of Redemption from it, than by the 
means whoſe Efficacy you defeat, no other 
way of eſcaping that Eternal Death which is 
the Wages of Sin, thoſe dreadiull Miſeries 
which are reſerved in a future State for Cove- 
nant breakers, which according to the Tenor of 
the Goſ men he the Unavoidable Peng 
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of ſuch as deſpiſe the Engagements of their 
Baptiſmal Covenant, and perſiſt in cheir Sins 
without Repentance. And therefore St. Peter 
tells us, it had been better for them not to have 
known the way of Righteouſntſs, than after they 
have knows it, to turn from the Holy Command- 
ment delivered unto them, 2 Pet. ii. 21. 

AND now I have mentioned the dreadfull 
Miſeries, that are kept in ſtore for the wick- 
ed and impenitent in a future ſtate; can 
there be any occaſion to perſwade thoſe that 
believe them, to take the only method that 
is put into their hands for eſcaping them, by 
keeping 4 Conſcience void of Offence toward God 
and tomard Men? Can any one that hears of 
that Indignation and Wrath, Tribalation and 
Anguiſb, which Gop has threatned to every 
Soul of man that doth Evil x, want Arguments 
to perſwade him to a patient continuance in well. 
doing? Or can any one that conſiders the 
Meaſure or the Duration of that Wrath, think 
it any part of a wiſe man raſhly and daringly 
to run into it, having had waraing of its 
Terror, for the ſake of any Pleaſures of Sin 
for a Seaſon? Who l:noweth the Power of thine 
Anger? is a Queſtion not better to be refoly?d 
than the P/almiſt has done it; for even there. 
after as a man feareth ſo is thy Diſpleaſure, Pſal. 
XC. 11. This only we know, that it 1s terri- 
ble beyond our Deſcription or Conception; 
nor can the Terrors of the Lord be ſet forth 
in too ſtrong a light: And when we conſi- 
der theAlmighty as he is repreſented inScrip- 


ture, 


Add xxiv. 16. + Rom. ii. 8, 9. 
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ture, as whetting his glittering Sword and making 
bare his holy arm, with the Severity of a Judge 
and Fury of an Avenger, to repay Recompence 
to his Enemies and to reward them that hate him ; 
how dreadiull is the Thought! And if thou 
ſhoulaſt be extreme to mark what is done amiſs, 
Lord, Who may abide + it ? Who among us ſhall 
awell with the Devouring Fire? Who can dwell 
with Everlaſting Burnings? | That Wrath is 
too hot and too ſevere, to be born by the 
ſtouteſt or hardieſt of men; but how much 
leſs will you, to whom Iam now addreſſing 
myſelf, be able to bear it, who have been 
always uſed with Tenderneſs and Delicacy, 
and have never been accuſtomed to Hard- 
ſhip? And yet in this place of Torment muſt 
they dwell, ever burning and never conſum- 
ed, that obey Unrighteouſneſs, and die under 
the Guilt of the Breach of their Chriſtian 
Covenant; from the time that the Wicked. 
{ball be turned into Hlill, and all the Nations that 
forget God *. „O terrible Voice of moſt juſt 
« Judgment that ſhall be pronounced upon 
« them, when it ſhall be faid unto them, 
« Depart frome me, Te curſed, into Everlaſting 
& Fire prepared for the Devil and his Angels; + 
« where their worm dieth not, and the Fire is not 
& quenched ! Then ſhall appear the Wrath of 
fob in the Day of Vengeance, which ob- 
« ſtinateSinners through the Stubbornneſs of 
« their hearts have heaped unto themſelves ; 
« which deſpiſe the Goodneſs, Patience and 

« long- 
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« long-ſufferance of Gop, when he called 
& them continually to Repentance. Jt 7s 4 
« fearfull thing to fall into the hands of the living 
« God: * Upon the wicked he ſhall rain Snares, 
« fire and brimſtone, ſtorm aud tempeſt, this 
« all be their Portion + for ever“ |. 
To endure the hundredth part of the Mi- 
ſery, which Gop has denounced againſt the 
Ungodly is in ſupportable to Thought; bur 
when all the Via!s of his Wrath ſhall be pour- 
ed out upon them, and when Infinite Power 
Mall exert itſelf to preſerve them from pe- 
riſhing under his Wrath, for the Satisfaction 
of Infinite Jnitice: Such a terrible Proſpe& 
of Miſery and Torment, without caſe, with- 
out Remedy, without End, cannot ſurely 
but make you exceraingly fear and quake; can- 
not but put you upon ſecuring yourſelves a- 
gainſt, and perſwade you effectually to ward 
off this Danger, by acting ſuitably to your 
proſeſſion, and living vp to the Engagements 
of your Baptiſmal Vow, 5. e. as becometh 
Chriſtians, And give me leave to add, 
4. As becometh Chriſtians that profeſs 
themſelves Members of the Church of England, 
which requires all her Sons, ſuitably to her 
daily Prayers in the Publick Office of Devoti- 
on, to live a GGodlyRighteous, and Sober Life. For 
if ye have no regard to her Authority and pi- 
ous Admonitions, *tis in vain that ye boaſt 


your belonging to Her; If ye take no care to 


practiſe the ſeveral Duties of Chriſtianity, 
which ſhe ſo earneſtly inculcates and per- 
hex: ſwades 
* Heb, x. 31. ff. al. 6. 4 Vid. Commination Office. 
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ſwades, agreeably to the Word of Gop ; If 
your Words and Actions are looſe and pro- 
fane, If you ſwear and blaſpheme, pretend- 
ing great Zeal for the Church; Your Com- 
mendation is a Real Diſparagement, Your 
ſeeming Kindneſs is a real Diſſervice to Her 
Intereſt, which is not thus to be ſecured; to 
her Reputation, which is not thus to be main- 
tained ; to her Authority, which is not thus 
to be eſtabliſhed. The beſt way to do true 
Honour to your Profeſſion, as you ſtand di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the SeQtaries which divide 
from Her, is to ſhew the Power of it in your 
Lives; by the Regularity and Religious Ex- 


aQtnefs of * Manners, by the Purity and 


Holineſs of your Converſation: Endeavour- 
ing to excel all thoſe, that unreaſonably de- 
part from the Communion of our Eſtabliſhed 
Church, as much in all Chriſtian Graces and 
Virtues, as She excels thoſe Models of Con- 
fuſion which They pretend to admire; that 
ſo they that are ol ef contrary part may be aſham- 

| ed, having no Evil thing to ſay of Jou. 

AND now, My Lox ps and GENTLEMEN, 
what can I more ſay than what has been ſaid? 
That Unhappineſs and Miſery are the com- 
mon and uſual Effects of a Wicked and Un- 
chriſtian Life in this World, but the neceſſary 
and unavoidable conſequences thereof in the 
next; That you cannot any other ways ſo 
effectually provide for your preſent and fu- 
ture Welfare, as by living up to the Religi- 
ous Obligations ye are under as Men, as 
| — RI and Members — 
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the Church of England: And that, whether 
you conſider your Temporal or your Eternal 
Intereſt, whether you conſult the Advan- 
tage of your Reputation, the Benefit of your 
Eſtates, the Health and Eaſe of your Bodies, 
the Peace and Quiet of your minds, or the E- 
ternal Salvation of your Souls; Godlineſs is 
Profitable unto all theſe, having promiſe of the 
Life which now is, and of that which is to come. 
And if this be true, that a Religious andVir- 
tuous Life is the only ſure way to Happineſs, 
both here and hereafter, and that the Pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity are really calculated for 
our 'Temporal, Spiritual, and Eternal Bene- 


fit; It might ſeem like an Affront to Wiſe 
and conſiderate men, to importune them 
to their Intereſt, and with great earneſtneſs 
to perſwade them to that which in all re- 
Tpetts 1s ſo viſibly for their Advantage: And 
il you ſeriouſlyweigh and duly conſider theſe 
things; I dare leave you to your Choice, as 


Joſhua does the People of Iſrael +, whether 
Virtue or Vice ſhall have the Preference in 


your Eſteem and Purſuit : “ Chuſe you therefore 
* n ber will ſerve, Gop or your 
555 


Luſts, and take up a ſpeedy Reſolution in a 


matter of ſo great and preſſing a Concern- 
1 ment; Chaſe you this day: The matterwhich 
I put you upon is ſo very ſafe that it needs 
4 no Deliberation, and fo very neceſſary that 
indeed it will admit of none. Therefore 
& reſolve upon it out of hand; 2.07 


„while 
ardened 


: 


21 Tim.iv.8. + Joſhuaxxiv. 15. 


a ia A „ a. as Tf}I__. oc Lad 8 


Nosititry and GENTRY. 83 


THERE are many of You, to whom this 
Application is deſigned to be made, in the 
Bloom of Youth and Beauty; the Pride of 
tender Mothers, and the Glory of your Fathers 
Houſe; of whom it may well be preſumed, 
that you are not yet tainted with the Vices 
of the Age: O! what a lamentable Conſide- 
ration is it to think, that ye ſhould reduce 
yourſelves, by any Sinfull Compliances or 
Indulgences, to the condition of Slaves? O! 
what a deplorable thing is it, that the Prince of 
Darkneſs ſhould be Maſter of jo much Beauty,and 
have ſuch gracefull perſons in his Poſſeſſion *.? 
Innocence 15 the Beauty of the Soul, Beauty 
that will never fade, which will make you 
the Delight of Gop and Angels as wel! as 
men: O! what a pity is it, that by a courſe. 
of Debauckery and Senſual Exceſſes, which 
the Tenderneſs of Human Nature cannot 
long bear, ye ſnhould at once deſace thelmage 
of God which he hath ſtamped upon your 
Souls, and deftroy the curious Workman{hip 
he hath beſtowed upon your Bodies? Let 
Experience be Judge, whether this is not the 
common effect of Intemperance, Voluptu- 
ouſneſs and Senſuality: And what pleaſure 
can there be in doing Violence to Nature, 
er >} Strength, and making your- 
felves old before your 1 ime? 5 

Diop you therefore but conſult the real 
Pleaſures of your preſent Life, Had you a true 
taſte of earthly Enjoyments; one would think 

We 1 there 
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there ſhould be no need to recommend to 
you, a chaſte and ſober and regular Conver- 
ation, which is the beſt way to enjoy your- 
ſelves, as well as to make you acceptable to 
other Men. Noiſe and Vanity, ſenſeleſs and 
ridiculous Talk, will never engage the Aﬀe- 
Qtions or Eſteem of thoſe, whoſe good word is 
valuable: Manly and ſerious and rational 
Diſcourſe, uſefull Deſigns and pious Under- 
takings, are the beſt way to obtain their 
good Opinion, and to give them an Idea of 
your Worth, and to anſwer the ExpeQati- 
ons which the World has of you. 

For you ought not to forget, that the 
Eyes of the World are upon perſons of your 
Rank, and that Great things are expected 
from you, ſuitable to your Deſcent and Qua- 
lity. If you trace the Original of your Ho- 
nours and Greatneſs, you will find the ſoun- 
dation thereof to have been laid by men of 
eminent Merits and great Accompliſhments: 
But if you degenerate from the V irtues of 
your Anceſtors, it is not their Great Names 
that can ſcreen you, from the Reproach of 
acting unworthy of your Deſcent. Their 
Mining Virtues will rather ſet your Demerits 
in a ſtronger Light, than draw a ſhade over 
them; and the greater their Glory was for 

raiſing your Families, the greater certainly 
muſt your Shame and Diſhonour be for ſinting 
them into Contempt, by ſwerving from their 
Noble Examples. And therefore the Conſide- 
ration of the Dignity of your Station, ſhould 
be a Motive to with · hold you from mean 
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purſuits, and to encourage you to laudable 
Undertakings; that ye may be worthy to ſit in 


your Fathers Seat, and keep up the reputati- 


on of Juſtice, Humanity, Wiſdom or any 
other Virtues for which they were famed. 


Bur then it ſhould be conſider'd likewiſe, 


how great influence your Conduct in this 
Age of your Life will have upon your future 
well-being;and that according as you demean 
yourſelves now, you lay the foundation of 
Happineſs or Miſery for the remainder of 
your preſent time, as well as for Eternity : 
Do not therefore ſuffer yourſelves to be 
&« cheated and bewitched by fenſual Satisfa- 
“ Etions, and to be deſtroyed by Eaſe and 
% Proſperity : Let not a perpetual Tenor of 
$ Health and Proſperity ſoften and diffolve 
your Spirits, and baniſh all wiſe and ſeri- 
* ous Thoughts out of your minds. Gop 
has prevented you with the Bleſſings of his Gocd- 
eſs, to encourage you to ſerve him the bet- 
ter; but your Tenure is uncertain, your con- 
dition frail, and your Life at longeſt but very 
ſhort, and perhaps much ſhorter than you 
imagine: And therefore you ought before all 
ther things to mind the Buſineſs of Religion, 
pc take care ſo to enjoy your Youth, your 
Health, your Eſtates, as to lay a ſure founda- 
tion for your future and Eternal Happineſs. 
« You that are grown up to Ripeneſs of 
& Years, andare in the full Vigor of your 
Age; you are to be put in mind, that the 
Heat andInconſiderateneſs of Youth is now 
Ly paſt and gone; that Reaſon and Conſide- 
| rations. 
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ration are now in their Perſection and 
„Strength; that this is the very Age of Pru- 
& dence and Diſcretion, of Wiſdom and Wa- 
& rineſs: ? Now you will give but a ſorry 
proof of true Wiſdom, if you are wiſe only 
for this World, and ſhew your Prudence only 
in the Management of your Temporal At- 
fairs; while you are careleſs about the One 
thing needfull, and neglect theConcerns of yo r 
Souls and your Everlaſting Intereſt. It will 
gl be acknowledged that Solomon was the 
Wiſeſt of men, and if you will regard his 


Opinion, he tells you that Religon is the beſt 


Wiſdom, The Fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of Wiſdom, Prov. ix. 10.“ Would you then be 
« truly Wiſe, be Wiſe for your Souls, Wiſe for 
Eternity; Look beyond things preſent and 
« ſenſible, unto the things that are not ſeen and 
© are Eternal; Labour to ſecure the great In- 
& tereſts of another World, and refer all the 
Actions of this ſhort and dyingLife, to that 
State which will ſhorcly begin, but never 
have an end ”. This will approve itſelf tb 
be Wiſdom for yourſelves, for your own true 
Intereſt : But then the Intereſt of your Fa- 
milies ſhould alſo be conſider'd; and fince 
there are very few to be found ſo intent upon 
the preſentEnjoyments of Life,as not to have 
ſome regard for Poſterity ; very few ſo un- 
wiſe or profligate themſelves, as not to deſire 
to have their Children well improved, both in 
Knowledge and Virtue; you ought certainly, 
for their Sakes, to be very cautious in your 


Behaviour, very ſtrict and regular in ur 
* | | K Hl 
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Converſation; leſt ye entail a Curſe upon 
them, and by your bad Example put them 
into the way of Ruin and Deſtruction ; Ue/ 
when they fee you going before them in that 
which is Evil,they learn your ways and get 2 Snare 
to their Souls; For this will involve you both 
in the Guilt and Puniſhment of their Miſcar- 
riage, will be a dreadfull Aggravation of your 
Sins here, and of your Torment hereafter. 

As for thoſe that are Old, if there be any 
that are willing to own themſelves ſo; they | 
ought to conſider, that the Enjoyments of 
this World are with them in a manner paſt; 
Their Faculties are decay ing apace, the De- 
light and Pleaſures of Senſe do not any longer 
afford that gratefull Reliſh, which they did- 
in the time of Youth: And therefore if they 
have hitherto been careleſs of their Souls, and 
unmindfull of the Duties which Gop requires \\_ 
of them, they have now no ſuch Temptations 
or Allurements to invite them to ſenſual Plea- F 
ſures,as can juſtihe them even to Carnal Rea- | 

ſon, for putting off any longer that moſt im- 
portant and neceſſary Buſineſs ; which ought 
to have been their firſt and earlieſt Care, and | 
which mult be done very quickly, or elſe it | 
had been good for them that they had never been 
born. For this is the laſt Opportunity of 
ce their Lives, the only Seaſon they have left 
& to ſecure their Happineſs for ever. And 
« therefore it is now high time for them to 
« begin a new Life; the time palt of their 
& lives is too much to have ſpent in Sin and 
« Folly. Your Sun is certainly going e 
cc and 
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and near its ſetting; thereſore you ſhould 
4 quicken your pace, conſidering gen Jour- 
« ney is never the ſhorter, becauſe you have 
« buta little time to perform it inꝰ. The 
Calls of God and Religion are now ſo very 
preſſing and importunate, that they admit 
of no Delay or Excuſe whatſoever. Death 
in a manner treads upon your heels,and that 
will determine your future State for ever: O, 
do not therefore run the dreadfull hazard of 
your Souls by any moreDelays; ¶ Do not put 
4 off this neceſſary work of reforming your- 
„ ſelves a day longer; To day is with the 
« lateſt to begin this Work, had * been 
„ Wiſe you would have begun it ſooner ; ® 
?Tis God's infinite mercy to you, that it is 
not quite too late, that the Day of Gop's Pa- 
tience is not quite expired, and the Door 
mut againſt Lou: Therefore do not defer 
your Repentance a day longer; but uſe the 
time that remains with ſo much Diligence 
and Circumſpection and Faithfulneſs, that 
your late and weak Endeavours may be ac- 
cepted of Gop's Infinite Mercy in Jxsus 
CHrisT; that ſo ye may obtain the Favour 
and Protection of Gop in this World, and 
at laſt arrive at the Blisfull Enjoyment of 
him in the other; in whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs 
of Joy, and at whoſe right... hand are Pleaſures 
for evermore. FLIES. 
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